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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Supply Bill (No. 1), £2,200,000,

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN WHOLE
MILK BOARD.

Mr. NEEDHAM  asked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1, Does h- intend to in-
troduee an amendment of the Metropolitan
Whole Milk Aect fo provide for representa-
tion of retail dairvmen on the Whole Milk
Board? 2, When will the finaneial returns
of the Whole Milk Beard for the year ended
30th June, 1934, bee presented to Parlia-
ment ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTTRE
repliedl. 1, [t is not the practice to disclose
Government poliey in reply to questions.
2, Tn the near future.

QUESTION—PERTH TECHNICAL

SCHOOL.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, Do the Government intend to
make provision on this vear’s FEstimates
for & new site tor the Perth Technical
School? 2, Tf not, will the CGovernment
make provision for such struetural altera-
tions as will render the present building
more suitable for the work of the school?

T over
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: This matter will receive considera-
tion when the T.oan Kstimates are being
dealt with.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day—Conclusion.

MR, SEWARD (Pingelly) [433]: ln
common with other mewbers who have
spoken, I deplore the lack of information
which marks the Lieut.-Governor’s Speeech.
The few measures attached to the end of
the Speech would be wholly inadequate to
keep Parliament oeeupied during an entire
session, whereas the statistics of which the
Speech mainly eonsisted, interesting though
they may be, were merely a repetition of
matter which had already appeared in the
Press. It is therefore impracticable on
this oeension to devote much attention to
the Speech as one eanuot commend
the Government for the legislative pro-
gramme they intend to submit, seeing
that one does not know what it is. I shall,
therefore, direet my remarks to a few sub-

jeets that T consider to be of importance,

espeeially so to that section of the eom-
munity which has been so hard hit during
the last few years of depressed prices—the
primary producers, Before doing so, let me
express the hope that the business of the
present session will not be conducted in
the same manner as the business of the two
previons sessions. During those sessions
the convenience, at all events, of country
members was not given mueh consideration
by the Government. With many other
members, T am not desirous of having sit-
tings prolonged until midnight; but there
is o big difference between snch sittings
and those which charaeterised the two pre-
vious sessions. Speaking particularly of
the session which dealt with the Secession
nuestion, we were called together on
eight sitting days, and the total num-
her of hours we sat on those -eight
davs was nine and a half, or a little
one honr per siiting dav. On
many of those daws, indeed, we sat for
only four or five minutes. T reeall that
once the House sat on Tuesday, heard one
speech, and then adjourned for a week.
That does not show mueh eonsideration for
eountry member:, who have to travel lonz
distances to aftend. T trnst that during
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this session country members will not be
treated in the same way.

The Premier: The hon. member could
have assisted by speaking then instead of
now,

Mr. SEWIARD: No. T am dealing with
the current Lieut.-Governor’s Speech,
not with the Speech that was before us last
session. By far the mdst important matter
for consideration, a matter which especially
concerns country peopl® is the Premier's
recent statement that the Governnent do not
inlend to grant any additional sites for the
extension of bulk handling. The Leader of
the Opposition having dealt fally with bulk
handling in the course of his speech on the
Address-in-reply, it is my intention o con-
fine my remarks more or less to the Pre-
mier's statement which was published a few
days ago, giving reasens for the refusal of
extensions. The hon. gentleman, in a speech
made a wvear and a half ago, when he
was Leader of the Opposition, placed special
emphasis on the extremely parlons condi-
tion of our wheatgrowers, stating that no
=acrifice was too great to enable those men
to earry on. In fact, he said that the State
and the Commonwealth would be faced with
bankruptey if the wheatgrower was unahle
to earry on. Bearing in mind those words,
and also the Premier’s statement that he
favoured lhe taking of strong aection in
order to assist the wheatgrowers. T consider
it of interest to examine the reasons ad-
vanced for refusing extension of bulk hand-
ling. As is well known, the proposals for
establishing bulk handling in "Western Aus-
tralia were such as would not cost the State
one penny. The whole enterprise was to be
financed by the company behind co-opera-
tive bulk handling, There was only one
possible  exception when the Government
might be [aced with any expenditure, and
that was that when the system he-
came established throughout the State,
the Railway Department might be com-
petled to provide facilities for the
proper transport of wheat in bulk. Up to
date the department have not had to spend
anythiug on that account Dhecause the
expenditore  on  converted trucks and
special applinnees was harne by the eo-
operative company which fact has enablel
the department to rarry bulk wheat without
any extra eost.  Tn addition te not having to
spend any momney in order to Eransport
practically a third of the State’s wheat in
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bulk, the Railway Departmeni have been
enabled to obtain increased revenuve ir the
shape of higger freights, while some of their
costs have been reduced by the smaller
amount, of shunting that has been necessary.
Before examining the reasons given by the
Premier, I wish to make it quite plain that
I am not here merely to support the
granting of further sites to the company
which is in existence. T am urging that
facilities be granted for the extension of
bulk handling, no matter by what company,
hut subject, of course, to the provizo that
reasonable precautions he taken to en-zure
that any company desirous of establishing a
system shall not overlap an existing ser-
vice, and also to ensnre that such company
he able to carry ont any eontracts entered
into. Last night, however, the Premier,
while the member for Fremantle {Mr. Slee-
mau) was advancing some objections to bulk
handling, interjected that the hon. member
was on safe ground because he had the
Wheatgrowers’ Union behind him. That,
however, s not correct. The Wheatgrowers’
Union favour bulk handling. Their point
of difference with co-operative bulk hand-
ling is that they stand for control by the
erowers. The system of bulk handling, how-
ever, is favoured by the Wheatgrowers’
Union. But as the statements which have
einanated fron the Wheatgrowers' Union
now form the subject of a libel action. L
may leave that aspeet alone -and let the re-
suli of the action speak for itself. OF the
reasons given by the Premier for refusing
cxtension, the first was that he considered
extension of the present system undesirable.
If the Government are of that opinion. they
should at all events give some reazons for
the conclusion they have arrived at, so that
we may examine those reasons. A little
while ago it was stated that the question was
to he referred to a committee, and it was
s0 referred. The committee consisted of
Mr. Berkeley, Mr. O’Connor, Mr, Muni. and
Mr. MceCarthy. If the committee have exam-
ined the question and, after going into all
the details, have come to the conelusion that
the system should not be extended, then T
submit we are entitled to know the reazons
which actuated the committee in arriving at
such a deciston. That we have not the com-
mittee’s report is not altogether surprising
to me. 1 may bhe wrong, but I hold the
opinion that the committee have never com-
pletely investigated the system, or at all
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events nof since the matter was last referred
to them. The proposal to refer the question to
a Roxal Commission is, I fear, simply a
means of delaying the introduction of the
system rather than one of obtaining further
information upon it. It must be borne in
mind that the committee examined the ques-

fion last year; so that if there is any
further information to be got, a com-
mittee of that deseription, having pre-

viously gone into all details, should not
require move than a couple of weeks
to obtain the further details available,
and thus complete the examination of the
system vight up to date. 1 shall point out
later that [1om the tiume the question was
veferred to the committee until the state-
ment 1 have quoted was made, considerably
more than o couple of weeks elapsed. An-
other reason why it is unfortunate that this
matter shouldg he relegated to a Royal Com-
wéseion s that the Royval Commission wouid
not have the facility of inspecting the wheat
that was stacked this year in bags and also
the wheat that this vear was put intp bulk.
That wheat 1= being rapidly moved now, amd
in many eases the stacks have heen moved
-entirely and wheat bins will be empty. This
means that the Royal Commission, if ther
want to see, for the purposes of comparison,
wheat in bags and wheat in bulk. especially
in view of the reeent unprecedented raine.
will not have the opportunity of doing so.
Further delay must oceur if they are to wait
until next vear in order to make such an in-
spection. Therefore, in stating that the
present extension of the system is not de-
girable, the Premier is backing his opinion
arainst that of those who have used the
bulk handling svstem—I am veferring fo
the farmers: and against the opinien of
those who, while they have not yet got that
svatem extended to them, have been inspect-
ing it and watehing its operation during the
last vear, and have asked that it should
be extended to them; and, lastly, against the
opinion of the two Easlern Stafes, Vietoria
and South Awstralia, which sent delegations
over here to investigate what had been dong,
those delegations having afterwards recom-
mended that, subject to certain modifica-
tions necessary in Vietoria and South Aus-
tralia, the svstem adopted here be adopted
there. Another reason given hy the Pre-
mier for refusing the extension was that
the Government for some time had been
giving close consideration te the whoie

[ASSEMBLY.]

question of bulk handling, In order to place
on record the time the Government have
given to that consideration, I should like to
point out that at the end of April last the
directors of Co-operative Bulk Handling
Limited asked for an infterview with the
Premier in order to oo inte the question of

the sites. They were not successful in get-
ting that interview. But on the 3rd Max
another MMinister was interviewed and a

letter was given, to him to place be-
fore the Premier.” Tt ix extraordinary thav
a responsible business concern handling one-
third of the wheat of this State, when they
desire an interview with the lead of the
Government in order te discuss an exten-
sion of the system are not able to have that
interview granted. Tt was an extraordinary
way in whieh to treat that eompany. Awain,
after they had passed in that letter, nothing
further was heard from the 3rd Mav to the
2nd June, when it was announced that the
matter was to he referred to this committer
for investimation, And from the 2nd June
to the 1nth Auncust the matter was elothed
in silence. 86 there is not the slightest
doubt that from the end of April to the
10th Aneust is a considerable time for the
Government to give to the consideration of
this question, and T venture to say that in-
stead of all that time being necessarv for
the eommittes to investignte a matter which
they had investigated only 12 mmnths aro,
it was hv no means necessary, and the de-
lav simply resulted in the postponement of
the auestion for another 12 months, Again
the Premier makes the statement—

Tt has not been satisfactorily determined
that hulk handling is responsible for a saving
over the method of handling of wheat in
hags.

What further proof the Government mav
want, it is diffieult to sar. An overnlelm-
ine majority of whenterowers have asked
that this system bhe mfrodnced. An experi-
mental arep establizhed at Wyaleatehem twn
vears amn  Dproved entirely  successful.
so much so that the growers were carting
their wheat long distances in order to reach
hulk handling sidines. Survely if practieal
farmers ave prepared to ineur long distanee
earting in order to use the svstem, that at all
events is one proof that the svstem is satis-
faetory to them. And it was satisfactory
also to the millers; for all the wheat from
that experimental area in the Wyaleatchem
distriet was sent to millers, was not exported.
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The willers themselves were satisfied with it,
and so satistied were those controlling the
scheme that it was extended last year to in-
clude 45 other sidings. And they had the
same experience in that larger number of
sidings as thev had in the smaller original
number.  1n addition, we had tho=e commit-
tees come over from South Australia and
Victoria to examine the scheme, and after
examination they pronounced themselves in
favour of it. That fact has a greater sig-
nificanee than might ordinarily be attached
to if, hecause the system investigated here
was very different {rom the orthodox method
of handling wheat in bulk. Tt must have
appeared to those visitors more of a tem-
porary scheme, hut so cffective did they find
it that, as I say, they rveported favourahly
upon it. Another question to be considered
in cowing to a conclusion as to whether this
sclieme is suceessful is the question of the
disposal of the wheat. As was pointed out
by the member for Fremantle last night,
some years ago some people in this State in-
timately connected with the handling of
wheat were in favour of handling it in bags.
Ong of the reasons for that was that refa-
tively only n few ports in the world were
capahle of receiving wheat in bulk. There-
fore, for this State to go in for the building
of extensive concrete silos was at that time
unecenomical and unjustifiable, But sinee
then times have changed, until at present
practieally only very few ports in the world
are not fitted up to take wheat in bulk. That
is another proof that the handling of wheat
in bulk is a recownised success. Further than
that, there is no instance on record that I can
find of any farmer who hag handled his
wheat in bulk and reverted to the use of
bags. Another important matter to consider
is the facility for the effective handling of
that wheat in order to dispose of it at any
and every opportunity that may offer. It
can he readily realised that in a time of de-
pressed prices such as this, those people
handling the sale of that wheat must be able
to dispose of the wheat at any favournble
opportunitv. As an instance, there was only
one carge of wheat sold to China this year,
and that was a eargo of bulk wheat. Had the
authorities here not been able to supply bulk
wheat, Western Australia might have lost
that sale. A further reason given hy the
Promier in refusing extension of this system
was that,

The eperations of bulk handling 1ast season
left moch to he desired. The export of wet
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and damaged wheat must have great reper-
cussions on the good name of Western M-
traliun produets.

The interence to be gained from that is that
wet and damaged wheat was the result of
bulk handling, and that the work of Co-op.
Bulk ITandling Ltd. left much to be desired.
If so0, if there were any shorteomings in it,
they were due to the delay caused by the
(iovernment, and particularly by the Rail-
way Department. Greater provision was
made la-t year hy this company for com-
pletely protecting the wheal reeeived nt
sidings than had been made in the previous
season.  Provision was made 1o store
4,216,000 bushels completely protected from
the weather, whereas in the previous season
that storage was limited to 1,361,000 hushels,
Also, it must be vemembered that Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd., in spite of
that, were foreed to use bulkheads, a system
of storing wheat which is not roofed. The
reason For that was on account of the ex-
tremely heavy deliveries at these bulk
sidings. But in ordinary cireumstances those
bulkheads would have been cleared ont be-
fore the end of March, because under the
terins of the inswrance policy upon wheat
held in bulk, it must be protected by
covering before the end of March. But
on the 8th March we had an exceptional
rainfall, the like of which had never pre-
viously been seen at that season of the ycar,
and eonsequently that wheat was damaged
to a certain extent. But even that damage
would not have occurred had the Railway
Department given proper consideration to
the request of this company. Instead of
giving them the sites they asked for, the com-
pany was simply foreed to accept sites,
whether snited to the storage of wheat or
not.

The Alinister for Railways:
chants held the established sites.

Mr. BEWARD: The merchants had sites
at those various sidings from year to year.
Ench veur they hired those sites. They were
built up at the sidings, and roads run in to
tacilitate delivery. But although Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling Limited offered to take
sites on a ten-yearly basis, the Commis=-
sioner of Railways refused that offer and
preferred to take a yearly basis from the
merchants.

The mer-

The Minister for Railwavs: That wus all
they haqd in the eourse of business,
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Mr. SEWARD: The Commissioner, m-
stead of taking a ten years’ basis of hir:
from Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited,
preferred to take a single vear's rent from
the merchants.

The Minister for Railways: Would yon
sav that something which somebody had tor
vears should he taken away from themn?

Mr. SEWARD: 1 do not say that. When
Co-operative Bulk Flaudling Limited made
application and ereeted bulk handling faeil-
ities for the handiing of practicaliy all the
wheat received at a siding, T maintain that
the merchants might reasonably have ex-
pected that they would not receive wheat
to bhe stacked in bags.

The Ainister for Railways: But they had
the leased sites.

Mr. SEWARD: Yes. Tt was a restriction
adopted to retard the operations of Co-
operative Bulk Handling Limited.

The Minister for Railways: Who adopted
the policy of restrietion?

Mr. SEWARD: The Railway Depart-
ment first, and the merchants atterwards.

The Minister for Railways: The depart-
ment will not cancel leases just to oblige
someone else.

Mr. SEWARD: The Commissioner «f
Railways was opposed to bulk handling, and
I have to review the actions of the Railway
Department in the light of the opinions ex-
pressed by the Commissioner., To take an
example: On the 29th August, two months
after building operations commenced, Bulk
Handling Limited had secured sites for the
storage of only 2,900,000 bushels of wheat,
whereas they had applied for sites to store
6,270,000 bushels. On the 30th October,
wihich was almost on the eve of receiving
whant, the total eapacity of the sites secured
by them was only 5,880,000 bushels. So
Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited cannot
fairlv be hlamed for any delay or any
fanlty handling of the wheat which was
caused throngh their having to rush up
those buildings at the last moment. Bulk
Handling Limited had a duty to perform to
the farmer, for they had promised to have
the svstem installed at certain sidings. Had
they failed the farmer, the farmer would
have had to buy bags at a period of the
vear when the price of such bags was at its
highest. So the company had the alterna-
five of standing by the farmer or letting

[ASSEMBLY]

him down, and 1 m pleazed to szav thoy
were able to carry out their contract.

The Minister for Railways: | thonght you
said they let him down berause thex could
not carry out their contract.

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister questions
my statement that Baulk Handling Limited
were not ahle to et suitable =itex.  That
happened at Corrigin.  The inister prob-
ably has heard of Corrigin, There the wheat.
for bulk handling was put off in a low-lying
portion of the vard, with the result that
when the heavy rains came the lowest part
of the stack was damaged hecanse it was
standing in water.

The Minister for Railwavs: That was the
site the Westralian Farmers alwayvs had.

Mr. SEWARD: Nevertheless it was to-
tally unsuited for a bulk handling site. Now
1 want to make another point. While we
hear a great deal about what oceurred al
Corrigin, we do not hear much of what
ocewrred  at  Quairading, At Quairad-
ing, the rain was equally heavy, and
althongh the flooring of the site for bulk
handling was only of sleepers, and the water
outside the building was three feet above
the level of the sleepers, not a grain of that
wheat was damaged, much to the surprise
and pleasure of those controlling it. We
hear quite a lot about damage to wheat, but
we do nof hear quite so much of the other
side of the question. Ancther reason men-
tioned hy the Premier was that the import-
ance of preserving the wheat in good con-
dition was emphasised because upon this de-
pended the commercial value of the storage
warrants of the farmers for wheat delivered.
That js obvious. No one would deny it.
Surely the Premier does not imagine that
the gentlemen in eontrol of bulk handling
do not also realise the seriousness of the
position! It would be a most foolish policy
to pursue any other eourse.  While they
might sell wheat in one year or two years,
if ther were not particularly alive to the
importance of preserving the quality of the
wheat offered to the world, the world would
soon refuse (o take Western Ausiralian
wheat.

Mr. Patrick: To-day it is worth az muech
as bagged wheat,

Mr, SEWARD: No such thing has occur-
ved. Western Australian wheat ranks very
high in the markets of the world. While
1 commend the solicitude displayed by the
Premier in these matters, I eannot help com-
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paring it with his recent action in releasing
the report of the Royal Commission on the
Agricultural Bank before Parliament had
seen it. That has had a far more damag-
ing effect on the reputation of the State
than the shipping of a little damaged wheat
would have had, although, as I have said,
that has not oceurred. Passing from the rea-
sons given by the Premier, I wish to deal
with some mutters mentioned last night by
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman),
and also to some extent with some questions
he asked the Minister a few days ago. Of
course it was quite obvious that those ques.
tigns were asked with the object of damag-
ing the bulk handling movement. It must
be remembered that the wheat is sold in the
markets of the world on what is known as
the f.a.q. system, and as long as the wheat
reaches that standard, all is well. 1 do not
zay that that is the best system. In fact, as
is well known by the wheat farmers of this
.ate, the Director of Agriculture has been
moving for many vears to get a more satis-
factory method of selling our wheat, namely
to get the hest price for the hest wheat. So
far be has not been able to get the other
States to agree. If the wheat is to be graded
and sold in that way, the introduction of
bulk handling is a first necessity. The mem-
ber for Fremantle, on the 9th August, asked
the Minister for Agrienlture how many
trucks of bulk wheat had been condemned
on the North Wharf at Fremantle. I wish
to direct partienlar attention to the woud
“econdemned’” beeause, to the average man, it
would eonvey that the wheat was useless,
and was cast aside as useless. No such thing
occurs. What occurred was that the wheat
was sent forward to ascertain whether it
reached the fa.. standard. If it did not,
it was rejected buf not condemned. That
sort of thing is quite likely to occur at any
time. 1 suppose it occurs throughout the
vear. When wheat is rejected, it does not
follow that it has to be thrown out and
wasted. As T have pointed out, the wheat
is sold on an f.a.q. basis. If a man wanted
a truck of wheat and was offered one of the
rejected trucks, he would naturally refuse
to take it. If he wanted 100 or 1,000 trucks,
and the bhulk of it was above f.a.q. quality,
by putfing the wheat below that sthndard
with the wheat above it, the standard of the
wheat above would be reduced to the fa.q.
standard. That would he quite legitimate.

Mr. Sleeman: And a few trucks would
spoil a shipment.

Mr. SEWARD: I will give the hon. mem-
ber full particulars before I have finished.
There is one question the hon. member asked
to which I take strong exception. He asked
how manyv trucks of bulk wheat had been
put into ships by night after having been
previously condemned. I do not like an
aspersion of that kind cast upon gentlemen
whom T know to bhe honourable men, and
above all on men whe have for some yenvs
heen concerned in the marketing of our
wheat. Had thev been guilty of anything
of that sort, it would have been reflected in
the priee received for wheat. Tt has not
heen so reflected. Consequently, the hon,
meimber east an unworthy aspersion on those
gentlemen,

Mr. Latham: As n matter of fnet, they
have been able to sell their wheat when
other people eould not do so.

The Minister for Lands interjected.

Mr. SEWARD: Every conceivable point
is bound to be advanced except any in fav.
our of the eapable handling of wheat hy the
company. I propose to read an extract
from a letter received from the Overseas
Farmers’ Co-operative Fedcration, dated
17th May, 1934, as follows:—

In diseussing the various qualitieg with the
directors of Messrs, Joseph Rank Titd., they
inform us that from a milling point of view
they consider Western Anstralian wheat Gd.
per quarter superior to South Auwstralian, and
comparing Western Australinn  wheat with
New Sonth Wales wheat, they cansider the
difference is barely l1s. per quarter. On the
other hand, they consider the difference be-
tween Western Australian wheat and Vie-
torian wheat slightly excceds 1s. per quarter.

Areording to those expert auvthorities

The Minister for Lands: Did they write
that letter to you?

Mr. SEWARD: No, they would not take
quite so much notice of me; naturally they
wrote it to the agents for the wheat, the
bulk handling authorities, T hope the Min-
ister is not seeking to cast a doubt on the
zenuineness of the letter. If he does 50,
I will obtain the original letter. ! am
not making any statements that I cannot
substantiate. Let me quoie a few more
figures comparing the price of Western
Australian wheat with that of the other
States to show that the quality of our
wheat overseas has not been reduced in any
way as the result of its having heen mixed
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with inferior wheat. Sales made in Lon-
don—that is, after all the expenses of
freight, etc,, have been met—on the 28th
July included a cargo of bagged whest from
Western Australia at 27s. 6d., and another
cargo at 27s, 9d. On the same date a
cargo of bagged wheat from New South
Wales brought 26s. 6d., and a South Aus-
tralian cargo of bagged wheat 25s. 6d.,
while 5,000 tons of Vietorian bulk wheat
brought 20s. Consequently, Western Aus-
tralinn was 1s, Gd. per quarter above that
of all the other States. I shall not read
all the figures, but will take a few instances.
On the 13th January, 1933, a pareel of West-
ern Australian wheat brought 28s. On the
same day a New South Wales cargo and a
South Australian eargo brought a similar
price, and a Vietorian eargo brought 27s.
94, On the 15th April, 1931, a cargo of
Western Australian wheat was sold for
225, 6d. to 23s. On the same day a New
Sounth Wales eargo brought 21s. 9d., a
cargo from South Australia 22s. 1%4d., and
a cargo from Vietoria 21s. d. On the 15th
September, 193¢, Western Australia wheat
brought 33s. and 33s. Gd.; South Australian
wheat 33s. 4d., and New South Wales wheat
33s. 3d. If the mixing of wheat had had
any effect on the quality of Western Aus-
tralian shipments, obviously it would have
been revealed in the figures I have quoted
extending over a period of four vears., Anv
inferiority would have been apparent to the
people on the other side of the world. Tn
his remarks last night, the member for Fre-
mantle lald particular emphasis on the
question of the certificates and also on the
small percentage granted. I have referred
to the fact that Australian wheat is not
sold on certificates; it is sold on what is
known as the f.a.q. system. When we sell
wheat to any eountry represented on the
Baltic exchange, no certificate is required;
it ie sold on the f.a.q. standard.

My. Sleeman: There are countries that
demand a certificate.

Mr. SEWARD: T will deal with that
point presently. When the wheat arrives
at the port of destination, the agents of the
loecal shippers, known as out-turn agents.
take samples, and if the wheat is not up to
f.a.q. standard. which is known there, 1t
has to be docked. Tf it reaches f.a.q. stand-
ard, the wheat is passed. Tf wheat ix
sold to a countrv not represented on the
Baltie exchange, it has to he accompanied
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by a certificate declaring that it was of f.a.g.
standard when put inte the ship.

Mr, Latham: Not in all instances. Japan
wanted a shipment released, and the De-
partment of Agrienltnre refused.

Mr., SEWARD: When the countrics not
represented on the Baltic exchange buy
wheat, they requive ta have the certificate,
and I have the assuranee of the manager
of the Whent Pool that they will not send
wheat to those countries unless they get
the eertificate. That, I think, effectively
disposes of any question of sending out of
the ecountry wheat helow standard and
nnaccompanied hy certificates. Tn speak-
ing last night, the member of Fremantle
said that in January, 170 trueks were con-
demned.

Mr. Sleeman: T said 74 trucks were con-
demned in Julv.

Mr. SEWARD: I am pleased to have
that correction. T asked, by way of inter-
jection, what percentage of the trucks com-
ing forward that numher represented, but
the hon. member could not say. That is the
important point. Tf 200 trucks arrived in
July and 170 were condemned, it might be a
serious matter. It would be necessary to
ascertain where the wheat was coming from.
But if 170 trucks out of 1,000 were con-
demned, it would not be such a serious mat-
ter. When it was condemned or rejeeted,
to use the eorrect word, we would naturally
ascertain where it was eoming from. The
bulk handling authorities endeavour to assist
the railways in every wayv. Consequently,
they elear up bins or silos from sidings adja-
cent to one another. It is possible that
when they come to clear up the silos at three
adjacent sidings, the wheat at the bottom
may be found to be damaged. That would
account for the faet of a lot of trucks com-
ing in at one partieular time with some dam-
aged wheat in them.

Mr. Sleeman interjected.

Mr, SEWARD: T thourht the hon. mem-
her referred to the months before the rains
in March, After those rains some of the
wheat may have been damaged. It is fully
admitied by the authorities handling wheat
that, whether handled in bulk or in bhags,
a certain portion must be damaged, but it is
contended that the portion damaged is a
negligible quantity, The trucks that were
rejected at Fremantle were rejecied by the
merchants, and not by the certifying author-
ity. The merchants cannot be said to view
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with favour the co-operative bulk hand-

ting system in existence. The truck:
were all examined by the people who
handled the wheat, and they were

quite certain that the wheat was up to the
f.a.q. standard. T have no doubt it was
all disposed of.  Of the wheat which was
rejected hy the merchants there was only one
eonsignment of bulk wheat this veer for
which a certificate was asked and given. That
disposes of the cuestion of rejections. The
hon. member also said that, as vet, the ex-
perts had been unable satisfactorily fo ex-
plain where the loss of wheat came in. He
said the weights were checked at the weigh-
bridges at Fremantle, and in Japan the
weights ‘were taken again, but that the Jap-
anese, who were shrewd businessmen, wanted
to know what had become of the loss of 80
tons out of a particular shipment of 8,000
tons. The hon. member was probably re-
ferring to hagged wheat and not bulk.

Mr. Sleeman: Bagged wheat gains; it
does not lose weight.

Mr. SEWARD: I, too, am of opinion that
bagged wheat gains in weight. 1 thought
the hen. member was referring to hbulk
wheat.  Although T have made exhaustive
inquiries, I find that no bulk wheat has becn
sent to Japan. 1 therefore thought the hon.
member had made a mistake.

Mr. Sleeman: Who told vou that?

Mr, SEWARD: The hon. member said
that the wheat sent fo Jupan was in bags.

A1, Sleeman: No.

Mr. SEWARD: It appears on the Notice
Paper in that way. I maintain that no bulk
wheat has been sent to Japan.

Mr. Sleeman: 1t has gone from here to
Japan in bulk, and there was a big row
about it.-

Mr. SEWARD: When T first joined the
ALF. the policy of the army was
not to give a private any information
telling him the reason for doing a cer-
tain thing. Very often he was called
upon to do something, and wanted to know
the reason for it, as he could not see that
it related to anvthing el=e he was doing. As
the war progressed, the authorities fouud
that, if they wanted to get geod work done,
they had fo give the privates the reason for
the command issued to them. 1 commend
that poliey to the hon. memhber. If he wants
te know anything about bulk handling let
him get the information from the heads.
He should not go to a man who is doink
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the lumping at Fremantle. The heads
irom making mistakes in the future.

Mr. Sieeman: I say wheat did go to
Jupan in bulk, and there was a lot of
trouble over it

Mr. SEWARD: He said the same thing
had ocenrred with wheat in bulk as with
wheat in bags. LHe smd that trucks had
heenr condemned, and that the condemnned
wheat had been put into the holds of the
ships at night time. That statement is un-
true, though 1 do net say the hon. member
knew it to be untrue. 1 challenge him to
produse evidence substantinting his state-
ment.

dir. Sleemun: Youw can get plenty of it
duwn therve,

Mo SEWARD: There may have been
some pateels that weie rejected by the wer-
chants. The people handling the wheat de-
clare whether it iz fit to be shipped or not.
I[f the ships are being worked at night, dam-
aged wheat may go in with other wheat,
but 1 have the authority of those who handie
the wheat for sayving that none of that wheat
was szent out at night time. 1f tlere was
any question about it, the wheat was put
into the ship with other wheat during day-
ligit. '

AMr. Sleeman: 1t is done with ‘bagged
wheat ns well as hulk wheat.

Mr. SEWARD: The hon. member said
he would support bulk handling if he were
convineed that it would be for the benefit
of the State. We are all with him in that.
We are supporting it beecaunse we are eon-
vineced it will e of benefit to the Stiate as
n whole.

Mr. Moloneyv: Would not a Roval Com-
nrission clear up that point?

Mr. SEWARD: I welcome the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission, and
only deplore the delay on behalf of the
farmers in the appointment of thai Com-
mission.  An inquiry will clear up a loi of
puble miszconception with regard to the
svatewn.  Bulk handling saves the farmer a
great deal in bags. The member for Guill-
ford-Midland said he was quite =atisfied
with it, and a number of other farmers
have eertified to the advastage they have
wained. Bulk handling alse gives further
facilittes for the disposal of our wheat in
all tho-e markets that are at present hand-
ling wheat in bulk. Tt also greatly reduces
the cost of handling and the freight charges.
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Ships are able to load more quickly when
handling wheat in bulk, and becanse they
can get out of port zooner they suve hun-
dreds of pounds. The hon. memher said
the scheme would thrown hundreds of thous-
ands of men out of work.

Mr. Sleeinan: Thousands!

Mr. SEWARD: We deplove the fact that
it may temporarily displace some people
and put them out of work. If the heon.
member follows the progress which has heen
made down the ages, he will find that this
sort of thing has been geing on econtinu-
ongly. When the harvester was invented
it threw the stripper and winnower out of
action, and ome man was able to do the
work of three. Inventions are continually
deing that, and men have to zeek other
forms of employment.

Mr. Ferguson: Is not petrol handled in
halk at Fremantle?

My, SEWARD: T am coming to that.
Those who are put out of work by new ma-
chinery will find avocations in other walks
of life. T know of no law that says a man
must be a wheat lumper and nothing else.
We would be very sorvy to see men put out
of employment, but they would soon get
work elsewhere, The other night the Leader
of the Opposition pointed out that whilst
we had received a lot of estimates and heard
a lot of gresses on the subject of the selieme,
this vear we had been afforded an oppor-
tunity to comparve bulk handling with hag-
ged wheat. Something like 223,720 tons of
wheat were handled this year, and it took
54,005 man hours to do it. This compares
with 143,244 man hours in the case of a
similar quantity of bagged wheat. The sav-
ing through handling the wheat in holk re-
presents 89,239 man hours, or a total
saving of 39 men in full employment. That
gives an indieation of the exact number of
men who will temporarily be displaced by
bulk handling. Poor prices and the inabil-
ity of the wheatgrowers to make machinery
replacements have considerably eurtailed
their activities. Tf a scheme could be in-
trodueed that wounld turn an unprofitable
industry into a profitable one, the farmers
would be able to extend their operations
as they desire, and thus afford work for a
great many more men than would be dis-
placed by the system. I deplore the de-
lay that has been caused by reference of the
matter to a Royal Commission, but 1 would
weleome the inquiry and confidently antici-
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pate that a favourable report will be made.-
I hope, if the member for Fremantle does
not heeome diseouraged, he will ¢ontinue to
ask questions, for the more he asks the
more certificates will be atforded to him
of the efficiency of the system.

Mr. Sleeman:
opinion of it.

Mr. SEWARD: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition, as well as the Minister for Lands
last night, veferred to the administration
of the Wheatgrowers’ Relief Aet by the
local authorities, particularly in regard to
giving further assistance to a farmer who
owns a motor ear. The Minister said that
if a man owned a moter ¢nr and could
afford to buy petrol so that he might run
about in the vehicle, his was not a neces-
sitous case. I agree with that. No one
would imagine that a man who could huy
petrol and run his ear could he described
a5 a necessitous case. Cars arve owned by
many other men who cannot afford to buy
petrol in order that they may run about in
the vehicles, They own cars, but only use
them as runabouts, and as a means of trans-
porting themselves to the siding, or taking
stores hack to the farm. T saw a delegate at
the P.P.A. conference arrive at Pingelly in
his ear, in the hack seat of whieh were six
fat lambs. Ano*her man drove into a town
with a eorrugated iron tank in the baek
seat. These cars ave not articles for ad-
miration, and are only ears in name. To
deprive the owners of such vehicles oft
assistance, and to class them as non-neces-
sitous cases, is unfair. There are some
cases of the kind in my eclectorate, and I
should he quite willing to pass the names
on to the Minister if he would he good
enough to have an inquiry made. These
people have accumulated large deht< which
they cannot meet, and for the most part
are carrying on their Tarms hy the grace
of their creditors. The Minister said if
a man owned a ear he wa< not entitled to
he regarded as a necessitous case, What
would he expect the farmer to do? In three
cases that T have in mind the owners
coull only dispose of their cars to a car
wrecker or to some garage, and the mosg
they would get would be about £5, which
would be insufficient to enable them to bay
a horse and sulky. What is the sense oft
a policy which forces a man to dispose of
a motor ear and incur a greater expense
for a horse and cart to take him to a siding

You have a verv good
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and bring back his stores? I know of one
man who bought a ear eight years ago at the
instanece of his doctor. His wife eonld not,
travel in a sulky, and if she was to get!
out at all it was necessary for her husband,
to provide a car. This is a car in name
only. The man cannot pay his debts, and
yet because he owns a car he is said to be
not in necessifous eireumstances, and not to
be entitled to any relief. T appeal to the
Minister te give further consideration to
this question. T do not sav he should pay
out money regardless of any investigation,
but T do ask that every casc should be
treated on its merits. Tf one of these
people is descrving of the subsidy it should
be civen to him. The Minister said the
anthorities vould not diseriminate, thaf ift
the money was paid to one it wonld have
to he paid to all. That is rather echild-
izh reasoning. 1f the Minister would, in
the caze of clients of the Agricultural Bank,
refer to the branch managers of that insti-
tation he would very soon learn whether &
farmer was necessitous or not. 1 appeal
to him to go further into the matter with
‘a view to making some of the money avail-
able to these men. A few days ago T
-azked the Premier if it was the intenfion of
the Government te pay a wheat earting
bonuns this vear, and the veply T received
was that the matter was receiving eonsid-
eration. T hope he will look into it at an
early date. The bonus has heen given to
growers who have to cart their wheat from
30 to 60 miles to a siding. The allowance
is regarded as compensation for the lack of
railway communieation, and is pavable
when carting is over a distance of more
than 15 miles. Last year when [ asked
the (Government for an early determination
on the question, the reply [ received was
that as the crop was in at the time, it
did not matter and was not urgent until the
harvest was garnered. That i3 not the posi-
tion at all. At present the farmers are
engaged in fallowing operstions for next
vear’s crop. 1f the farmer does not know
that the cartage subsidy will be available
next yvear, he cannot know what he may ex-
pect from his crop.  That position. to-
gether with that relating to prices, eannot
encourage farmers to take full interest in
preparing their land for next vear’s crop.
Consequently. T appeal to the Premier to
arrive at an early decision on the question
and to make hiz derision known so as to
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give the farmers some encouragement to go
on with their fallowing operations. It is
already late for the dJetermination. The
Ctovernment know what they had to pay
last vear and during the previons 12
months. Tt is not as though the amount te
which they will be eommitted is not ascer-
tainable. Another matter T will refer to re-
lates to a subjeet in respeet of which T
also asked a question. T refer to Western
Australia’s  representation on what is
known as the Federal Meat Advisory Com-
mittee. A vear and a half ago the Fed-
eral Government convened a conference of
the meat interests of the various States.
Western Australia was represented at the
conference, and the upshot of the delibera-
tions was the formation of the Federal
Meat Advisory Commitfee. whnse duty is
to advise the Federal Govermment in eon-
nection with meat problems, Two main
interests are represented on the committee
—the exporters and the growers—and their
interests are not identical. The committee
consists of a representative of the growers
from each of the different States, and six
representative of the exporters.
The exporters’ delegates comprize four
representing mutton and lamb interests,
and two representing beef intevests. Mem-
bers will have noticed from the Press that
a few weeks ago the question was raised
regarding the meat quota syvstem with re-
gard fo exports from Australia. The Fed-
eral Government convened n meeting of
the Advisory Committee, but as with so manx
sueh  gatherings, the Federal Government
did not afferd Western Australin sufficient
time to enable our representative to attend
the conference. T am sorry that a telegram
was not sent to fhe Federal Government
puinting out that no time had been given our
representative to attend the conference and
therefore we would not consider ourselves
hound by any decision arvived at by the eon-
terence. 1f we adopted that attitude more
often, we would probably receive more ron-
sideration from the Commonwealth Govern-
went when tixing dates for conferences. The
Western Australian delegate on the Meat
Advisory Committee is Mr. Farrell, the
manager of the Wyndham Meatworks.
Although he left the North by plane, he was
unable to get over in time {o attend the con-
ference, and if heeame necessary to appoing
a proxy delegate.  Mr. Angliss, one of the
largest butehers in Melhourne and a repre-

members
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sentative exporter, was the delegate chosen
to represent Western Australin. That was
not a choice favourable to the growers of
Western Australia. The effeet of that ap-
pointment was fo give the exporters of the
Eastern States an additional vote. Unforfu-
nately this matter comes under the jurisdie-
tion of the Chief Secretary. I do not know
why that should he, but probably it is be-
ciuse the delegate appoiuted happened to be
Mr. Farrell who, as manager of the Wynd-
ham Meatworks, is an official of the Chief
Secvetarmy’s Department. T think the eon-
trol of this matter should he transferred to
the Minister for Agriculture.

The Minister for Agricnlture: The Prime
Minister has stated that no vote is taken at
conferences of the committce, whose fune-
tion= are purely advisory.

Mr. SEWARD: But if the advice ten-
dered is inimical to the interests of the grow-
ers of Western Australia, the gquesfion of
the vote iz of no importance. The Minister
for Agricnlture attended the Hobart Confer-
eitee of Ministers for Agriculture, and is an
fait with the subject. It certainly would
seem more natural to refer to the Minister
for Agriculture when discussineg such mat-
tevs, than to deal with the Chief Seeretary.
Another matter of importance that was ve-
ferred to h¥v a previous speaker velates to the
attitude of the School Teachers” Union and
the dirveetion of that bady that tenchers are
to do nothing ountside the duties specified in
the departmental regulations. The union
adopted that attitude arising out of their
discontent hecause of salary reductions. The
decision of the teachers not to do anything
apart from their specified duties s astonish-
ing. It means that they will not do what
their duty as citizens shounld demand. Re-
cently a cireular was sent to eountry agricnl-
tural societies and also to the Royal Agri-
cultural Society intimating that tenchers
would not undertake any work in connection
with the preparation of school displays to be
submitted in future at agrieultural shows.
Not only will the teachers not help the
scholars to preparve displays, hut they will
not assist in arranging or judging the work
g0 dizplayed. The attitude of the union is
extraordinary. It means that the teachers
are required to do only the work for which
they are paid, and refuse to undertake any
honorary work that may devolve upon them
hecause of their citizenship.
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The Minister for Justice: And then the
teachers will proceed to give lessons ahout
citizenship!

Mr. SEWARD: I intended to refer to
that phase. Very often the displays tabled
hy the Eduecation Department and the school
children have heen features of country
shows. On one oceasion at Narrogin I saw
a wonderful exhibit furnished by a school
at which 14 pupils attended. It is easy to
imagine the interest and enthusiasm of the
children who provided the exhibits. That
rort of thing is to he done away with, not
because the teachers have a grievance against
agrieultural soefeties, hut because of a
grouch they have against the Government.
It is a shocking example to place before the
tising generation. It is a glovifieation of
mob rule, and an intimation that if what one
teguires eannot be obtained, one must strike
and revolt against the laws of the country.
That is a harmful attitude o take vwp, when
it may so influence the rising generation.
The teachers have also refused te have any-
thing to do with the work of parents and
citizens’ associations, some of which have had
to’ dishaud hecause formerly the teacher was
the secretary or organiser, convening meet-
ings and so forth. Those associations are
composed principally of the parents of
school children, who have given their time
and work quite voluntarily. As a result of
their efforts many improvements and con-
veniences have heen provided for the bene-
fit of hoth teachers and children that conld
not have heen made available by the depart-
ment because of Tack of funds. Now the
ediet has been issued, and teachers are not
to participate in the work of sueh organisa-
tions. That is a deplorable state of affairs,
angd I hope something will be done promptly
to make the teachers realise their position.
From what I know of the attitude of teachers
in the country districts, 1 cannot imagine
that this move came from them. It prob-
ably emanated from city folk who have had
no experienee of country conditions at all,
and who do not realise the duty imposed
upon them by their eitizenship. There is
oue other matter only to whieh T desire to
reter, and that enncerns some remarks made
by the memher for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Tonkin) the other night. During the
course of his remarks he said—

The Commonwealth Bank is a fair indiea-
tion of the profits thut are fo he made out of

the hanking business, despite the losses in
other businesses. In 1929 the aceumulated
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profits of the Comwmonwealth Bank amounted
to £6,766,415.

In the eourse of his specehr the member for
West Perth (Mr. McDonald) replied to some
of the contentions of the member for North-
East Fremantle, and I will deal only with
the reference I have quoted. If the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle had any
knowledze at all of the history of the Com-
monwealth Bank, he could not possibly have
made such a statement. I suppose no other
bank was ever established on such favour-
able terns as the Commonwealth Bank, from
a profit-making point of view. The hank
did not have any capital to provide: the
money was made aviilable by the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Moloney: The bank never had to
avail ifself of that capital.

Mr. SEWARD: On the day the bank
opened, deposits were received totalline

£2,368,126, which was very handy and ob-
viated the necessity for providing any actual
capital. The bank did not have to pay in-
terest on that money as would have heen
neecssary had the raising of capital been
required. The bank was started in 1913,
which was hefore the outbreak of the Great
War, and the insfitution had the advantage
of the hnge amounts received in connectfion
with the various war Joans. According to
the Commonwealth Year Book, there was,
in 1924, something like £40,000,000 in the
Commonwealth Bank. The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Moloney) said there was no
necessity for the bank to raise capital, but
the Commonwealth Government provided
the bank with authority to raise £20,000,000.
It has not been necessary for the bank to
raise one penny by way of capital; the neces-
sary capital has always been provided for
the Government. The bank has not had to
pay a dividend on capital subseribed in that
way,

Mr. Molonev: That is the pivot of the
whole matter.

Mr. SEWARD: In addition, no taxation
has had to be paid by the bank. In the
cirrumstances, the comparison with the pri-
vate trading banks is not Fair. T have a copy
of a balance sheet of one of the Associated
Banks. This shows that the net profit of
the bank in 1930 was £542,000, while income
tax and other taxes necessitated an expendi-
ture of £227,000 that year. In 1931 the
taxation payments amounted to £227,000,
and the net profit had decreased to £266,000.
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In the sueceeding vear, toxation represented
£200,000 and the net profit £147,000, and
in 1023 taxalion amounted to £106,000
and the net profits to £219000. Dur-
ing the course of his speech. the member
for Norih-Easi Fremantle guoted the divi-
dends paid as indicating what one might
expeet if one had shares in that institution.
He quoted the payment of 12} per cent. on
paid-up capital, bat, as the member for West
Perth pointed out, the dividends should have
been given on the amount of the shareholders’
money i the bank, and on that basis the
pavment would have represented something
more like 5.82 per cent. And =0 on to the
vear 1931 the dividend on the paid-up capi-
tal was eight per cent., and the actual re-
turn of dividends to total funds was 3.7 per
cent., while for the last two vears the divi-
dend was at the rate of 2.31 ) er cent. They
were able to carry on beeanse of the pro-
vigion they had made for possible troublous
vears,  Their rescrves in some Years
exceeded their paid-up capital and [
say that the reason why we have to be speei-
ally thankful for the position of our banks
and the position of Australia to-day is be-
cange of the policy pursued in the past that
lias enabled the institutions to earry on. We
have only to rzmember what happened in
America where something like 17,000 banks
out of a total of 30,000 closed their doors
during the last erisis. Nobody wants any-
thing of that deseription to ocenr here. T
have quoted these figures just to show the
fallacy of the hon. member's statement the
other night that the Copunonwealth Bank
could be taken as a fair indication of the
profits that are to he made ont of the bank-
ing bhusiness,

MR. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore) [5.47]:
The Speech of the Lieutenant-Crovernor was
a little less inferesting than the usual run
of Gove.nor’s Speechex. They are not par-
ticularly inferesting doecuments at any time,
but the latest | think, was less interesting
than uzual. One could not help but netice,
nevertheless, that running through the
Speech there was a tone of optimizm which
was 1ade for thase in the metropolitan
area, though it was hard to find amongst
those people in the back country who are
producing the wealth to create the spirit
of optimism in the eity. How can theve
be any spirit of optimism in the country
when we find men all over the State either
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leaving their farms through stress of finan-
¢ial cireumstances or being foreed off their
farms through no fault of their own? Na-
turally among-t those people there would
be a feeling of pessimism rather than opti-
mism. The Specch states that the finaneinl
position is still extremely grave and requires
vonstant aitention, that rigid economy iz
necessary and that no funds are availahle
for other than absolutely essential services.
I wané to know, if funds are not available
for other than essential services, how is
it that the Government can find thounsands
of pounds for expenditure on works sucl
as the Perth-Fremantle Road, and the fore-
shore reelamation in the vicinity of the
Cauzeway, as well as other works in nnd
srvaund the” metvopolitan area,  Can those
works by any stretch of the imagination be
classed as absolutely essential services?
Would it uot be a sign of greater states-
mansbip on the part of memhers of the
Grovernment if they were to regard expendi-
ture in eountry districts us being more ex-
senrial than unything =pent on the hope-
lesgly non-prodnctive works to which T have
referred? It seems to me that someone is
dictating the wrong poliev in the expendi-
ture of this money in the metropolitan avea.
In the long run greater henefit would,
acerue to Western Australin were the posi-
tion reversed, and the expenditure earried
out in those areas where it would have a
better chance of proving reproductive. On
the question of unemplovment the Speech
proceeds—

The problem of unempleyment has reecived
the serious consideration of Ministers at all
times. Their efforts have been devoted to
providing employment for a grenter nnmber
of workers and thereby reducing sustenance
payments. As a result, the number of persons

receiving sustgnanee whicl stood at 6,265 on
the 1st July, 1923, hos been reduced to 1,196,

In effect that is o reduetion in the number
of men receiving =ustenance of 5,006, The
member for Gaseoyne {Mr. Wise) moved the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply in a very
neat speech, for which T should like to con-
gratulate him. He lauded the Government
generally and the Minister in Employment
in particular for what he considered a won-
derful achievement in regard to employ-
ment, T am prepared to admit that on a
supeificial examination of the figures it
waould appeur that the Government and the
Minister had achieved something. lmt a
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closer investigation reveals the inet that the
greater wmount of work provided was the
natura] corollary of the Governwment having
more money to spend. ‘The Hgures quoted
by the Leader of the Opposition would indi-
cate that the Government had nearly
a mitlion pounds more to spend during the
vear ended 30th June, 1133 than was avail-
able in the vear ended 30th June, 1932, In
1932-33 loan funds wmounted to £1,955,000
and in 1933-34 the total was £2,750,000, or
an inerease of £795,000. On the revenue side
we find that for 1932-33 the receipts were
£8,332,153 and Tor 1933-34 the total was
£8,481,697, ov an inerease of £149,554. On
the two aceounts, loan and revenue, the in-
erease wos o less than £9H,554,  Where iz
this great achievement of the Minister for
Ewplovment of finding work for an addi-
tional 5,069 men with the inerensed fund:
that were available? 'This money would
really have heen sufficient to employ for the
whole of the 52 weeks of the vear at the
State hasic wage no less than 2,544 exten
men. Tn addition, we have private enter-
prise heing respousible for the employment
of a large number of additional men. The
fact that the Government had nearly a mil-
lion pounds of additional money to spend
during the 12 months in itself means that
the expenditure of that sum would natur-
ally create employment in industry. That is
the position as we find it to-day. So that
after all the achievement of the Government
is not one for which they need take any
more than an ordinary share of eredit.

Mr. Wise: You give them no eredit for
what thev have done.

Mr. FERGUSON: 1 am giving the Min-

ister all the eredit that is due to him. The
achievement that the Minister has put
up has heen brought about by consid-
ernble  expenditure on the part of
the Government, hy the provizion of
a  full-time Minister for Emplovinent,

the opening of an office in the centre of the
citv and the provision of n staff.  Alto-
gether it is costing the State a considerable
sum in administrative expenses. Naturally,
therefore, the State has the right to expect
something in the way of an achievement
on the part of the Minister.

The Minister for Emplovment: The hon.
member knows that what he is saying is not
correct. The staff were there already, hut
were not co-ordinated. As a matter of fact
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what was done meant a reduetion in the
staff.

Mr. FERGUSOXN: I am surprised to hear
that there has been a reduction in the Afin-
ister’s staff. I eannot say how many were
there hefore and how many ave engaged on
the work now, but it is the usual thing in
connection with governmental activities when
a new office is opened for additions to be
made to the staff employed. Anyhow, I am
«lad to know that the Minister has achieved
some result. The Speech goes on to say—

The Government helieve that one of the
most promising avenues for the provision of
employment is the extension and development
of the State secondary industries.

In my opinion the Minister for Employ-
ment and Industries is deserving of every
credit for the way he has carried out the
work initiated by his predecessor, Mr. Scad-
dan. Whilst we cannot expect the second-
ary industries in this State to develop to anv
great extent, because we are situated too far
from the big centres of eonsumption, I be-
Heve they should be encouraged in every
shape and form, and I commend the Min-
ister for what ke has done in this respect.
In season and out of season the Minister has
advocated the use of Western Anstralian
ptoduectz. That is just exaetly what his pre-
decessor did and bath the Minister and the
ex-Minister carried out their job very well.
Our ultimate salvation and solvency must he
by means of primary production. There
are quite a number of avenues for primary
production which are awaiting the sympa-
thetic consideration of the Govermment.
When we remember that no less than 73
per cent. of the world’s population is de-
pendent upon agriculture in its various
phases, it will be seen that we in Western
Australia whe are so extensively dependent
on agriculture for our future existence, can-
not go far wrong in encouraging the industry
in every possible way. Certainly money
spent in that direction is more likely to be
profitable than anything spent on works
such as the construetion of the Perth-Fre-
mantle road and the foreshore reclamation,
and also the provision of a swimming pool
in Perth as advocated by the member for
Forrest (Miss Holman)., 1 am pleased at
the action of the Government in putting into
effect the resolution earried by this House
favouring the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the position of the
aborigines. That movement, initiated by the
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member for IXimberley and agreed {o by
the House, was in my opinion long overdue,
and T am hopeful that the findings of the
Commission will be placed before the Gov-
ernment at an early date and that some bene-
fit will result for the unfortunate race who-e
lot it is our duty to ameliorate if we can.
There is also an illuminating paragraph in
the Speech which reads—

Puring the financial year 1933-34 the rail-
way returns were £103,5397 worse than for fhe
previous year, both increased expenditure and
decreased revenue being respongible.  The
smaller fonnage of wheat railed to bhe sea-
board was the principal canse of the falling
revenue, but as a considerable movement ot
wheat is now apparent, better results shonld

be reflected in the figures for the current
venar.

I want to know what hecomes of the mueh-
vaunted and oft-repeated statements of rail-
waymen and Ministers of the Crown to the
effect that wheat haulage is unprofitable fo
the Railway Department. Tt scems to me
that the statement which has been placed by
the Government in the mouth of His Exeel-
leney the Lieut.-Governor gives the lie direet
to that assertion. It appears that the Rail-
way Department are absolutely dependent
upon wheat haulage for a great proportion
pf their returns. In fact, the department o
out of their way to haul superphasphate at
an extremely low rate in order that they may
have the apportunity of hauling more wheat,
which of course is profitable. That exceed-
ingly low vate is a sprat to catch the
mackerel, The Minister for Railways i= one
of those who have always insisted upon the
haulage of superphosphate at such a rate
during certain periods of the year, with the
object of inducing wheatgrowers, among
other producers, to supply tonnage tor the.
Railway Department to haul. Tn addition,
there is the haulage of the other require-
ments of wheatgrowers and farmers gener-
ally at still higher rates into the country
districts. Those requirements would not he
avallable for haulage if superphosphate
were not carried at such a low rate. The
legislation which the Government propose to
introduce does not inspire much intere=t in
the rural resident. In fact, there is not much
in it to appeal to him, or even to interest him
to any great exten{. For instance, no men-
tion is made of any legislation to provide for
more effective control and organisation of
the marketing of primary products. That is
one of the proposals which the man in the
country had hoped to find mentioned in the
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Lieut.-Governor’s Speech, Returns from all
classes of primary production te-day ave
low, and it is the duty of this country to
endeavour in every possible way to inerease
them.

Myr. Moloney: That is what the Govern-
ment have been doing.

My, FERGUSON: There ean be no shadow
of doubt that one way in whieh the returns
to the producer ean be increased, even
though but slightly, is an intelligent system
of organised marketing. If proof were
wanted of that, we have it in the only two
instances of organised marketing that ohtain
in Western Australia. The marketing of
dried vine fruits, whichk has been in opera-
tion since ahout 1926, has absolutely saved
Western Australin’s dried vine fruits indus-
try from extinction. When that legislation
wasg introduced, those engaged in the pro-
duction of dried vine fruits were iudeed at
a low ebb; numerous growers in the Swan
district were absolutely leaving their- vine-
yards, being unable to finance the operations
necessary for carrying on. They were
neglecting their cultural operations, and it
was appavent at that time to anvone who
took an interest in the matter that shortly the
products of those vineyards would deteriorate
materially because of lack of cultivation and
lack of manure. By a system of organised
marketing, that industry has been pnlled
round, and saved to Western Australia,

Mr. Lambert: That is organisation more
for marketing oversea.

Mr. FERGUSON: It is organisation for
marketing in Australia as well.

Mr. Lambert: You know very well that
one-tenth of the products could not he ab-
sorbed in Western Australia.

Mr. FERGUSON: One-twenticth is ab-
sorbed in Western Australia, but the hon.
member’s figure is near enough for him.
Another instance of organised marketing iz
ta ha found in the recently passed Metropoli-
tan Whole Milk Act, which has proved of
inestimable benefit to milk producers. To-
day every producer is satisfied with the
operation of that measure. This Stafe has
only two examples of organised marketing,
and both of them are outstanding succosses.
Surely that fact is sufficient inducement te
the Government to interest themselves in a
question which is absolutely vital to our
primary producers, and to let us have a
general marketing measure. .

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Lambert: Yon know very well that
there ean be no organised marketing except
to the extent of loeal absorption of produets.

Mr. FERGUSON: Two minutes ago the
hon. member said that the organising of the
dried fruits industry applied only to export.

AMr. Lambert: No,

Mr. SPEARER: ‘Order !

Mr, FERGUSON: Other Australian States
and oversea countries are giving serious con-
sideration to the same problem. Western
Aunstralia must not be hehindhand in that
regard,

Mr. Lambert: You are getting too social-
istiec altogether ! That is what is wrong with
You

Mr. FERGUSON: I hope that hefore the
session closes the Government will see the
wisdom of introduecing a Bill for general
marketing. T know it is useless inquiring
of the Government whether that is their in-
tention, bhecause the reply wounld be that
Government pelicy is never divulged in
answer to questions. Bulk handling of grain
has largely occupied the attention of wheat-
growers, and that of the people of Western
Australia in general, during recent years.
The Leader of the Opposition and the mem-
her for Pingelly (3r. Seward) have dealt
with the question exhaustively, and I do not
propose to go into all its details. However,
there are one or two points to which T may
draw attention. The member for Fremantle
(M1, Sleeman}, in referring to the subject
last night, made some wild and woolly state-
ments—statements which even the hon, mem-
her would have diffienlty in proving outside
Parliament. I desire to refer especially to
one of those statements. He said—and T
think I have his words correctly—that the
late Government bad ordered the Commis-
sioner of Railways to allocate bulk handling
sites at railway sidings. No one except a
rabid political opponent could make such a
statement.

Myr. Sleeman:
substantiated it.

My, FERGUSON: I regret that the Min-
ister for Works is not here. T denied the
statement last night, and I deny it now. Let
me state the exact pasition. The cuestion
of hulk handling being promineitly bhefore
Parliament, the Government of whieh I had
the honour to he a member instructed the
Commissioner of Railways to place an em-
bargo on railway sites pending the consider-
ation of bulk handling by the Legislature.

The Minister for Works
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That was a perfectly legitimate instruction
to give to the Commissioner, because while
the matter was under consideration by Par-
tiament it would have been undesirable to
grant additional sites. Affer the matter had
been finalised by Parliament, the Govern-
ment of the day informed the Commissioner
of Railways that he was at liberty to lift
the embarge. That is an entirely different
thing from saying that the previous Govern-
ment instrueted the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to allocate bulk handling sites at rail-
way sidings: they did nothing of the sort.

Mr, Sleeman: This is pretty near to split-
ting straws.

Mr. FERGUSON: They simply informed
the Commissioner of Railways that he eould
lift the embargo, They never gave the Com-
missioner any instruetions as to whom he was
to give sites. That has always been the pre-
rogative of the Commissioner of Railways;
and, so far as I know, it still is.

Mr, Lambert: Yonu know very well vou
were only flirting with bulk handling.

AMr. FERGUSON: Because the hon. mem-
ber does nothing but flirt, he thinks that
Governments have nothing else to do. The
member for Fremantle (Mr, Sleeman) also
made some extravagant statements as to
damaged wheat. He told the House about
the number of trucks that have been re.
jected: “condemned” is the word he used.

Mr. Latham: He meant “rejected.”

Mr. PERGUSON: Yes, I think so. There
has been some damage to our wheat owing
to the phenomenal rains experienced in Feb-
ruary, March and April—during a period
when it is not usual for those engaged in
the wheat trade to cover their stacks. But
there has been no greater damage to the
wheat which was handled in bulk than to
the wheat which was handled in bags. The
bon. member should have been fair enough
to mention that fact. Indeed, the damage
has been less, as T have figures to prove.
The dockage to approximately 11,000,000
bushels of wheat handled in bulk has been
£405, not a large amount on 11,000,000
bushels; and 9,000,000 bushels of bagged
wheat, handled by the same firm, suffered
dockage to the extent of £428. Thus there
was £23 more dockage on the 9,000,000
bushels of hagged wheat than there was on
the 11,000,000 bushels of bulk wheat. I
think that disposes of the question of dam-
age, of which the member for Fremantle
made 5o much.

[12]

-exhanstive inquiries been made.
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Mr. Lambert: Yon want fo use bulk hand-
ling so that

Mr. FERGUSON: T want the hon. mem-
ber interjecting to let me alone for a few
minutes, The Co-operative Bulk Handling
Company baving applied for sites at rail-
way sidings in May last, the Government
decided to refer the matter to a committee,
notwithstanding that the subject had heen
investigated by various committees previ-
ously., I bhelieve I am safe in saying that
there is more information on the subject of
bulk handling available to the Government
of Western Australia than is available to
the Government of any other country in the
world. Nowhere else, I feel sure, have such
Conge-
quently Western Australia has a complete
knowledge of the problem. The only addi-
tional information available to any investi-
gating committee would be information from
the sidings operated here last year. Ample
evidence is available from all existing sites
that the operation was a complete suceess.
In fact, 10,000 wheatgrowers were grievously
disappointed at the Premier’s announce-
ment—after the matter had been considered
for so long—that the Governmeni had de-
cided to refer the subject to a Royal Com-
mission.

Mr. Lambert: That is because your party
wanted to politically capitalise it.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order!  The member
for Yilgarn-Ceolgardie (Mr. Lambert) will
keep order.

Mr. Lambert: Yes; I will keep order,

Mr.. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Lambert: I shall keep ovder. Hon.
members opposite wanted to politically capi-
talise bulk handling.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie will please keep
order, e

Mr, Lambert: I will not aliow the party
opposite—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I do net want
to take action in the case of the hon. mem-
her, but T may have to do it.

Mr. FERGUSON: The Government fail
to realise that the reference of the question
to a Royal Commission must mean a delay
of at least another yvear. That delay would
mean additional loss to the wheatgrowers.

Mr. Lambert: What did you do in the
matter during the three years you were over
here? :
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Mr, FERGUSON: Such a delay would
mean that the farmers would have to con-
tinne operating under the expensive bag-
system for another harvest.

Mr. Lambert: What did you do during
the three years you were in power?

Mr, Thorn: What did you do during the
three years you were out?

Mr. Lambert: I could do more in three
years than you would do in a lifetime.

Mr. FERGUSON: There are unequipped
sidings in the Fremantle zone, and the
farmers in the Bunbury and Geraldton zones,
which are not equipped with bulk handling
facilities, are grievously disappointed at the
Government's decision to refer the matter
to a Royal Commission.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. FERGUSON: Reference has been
made, parteularly by the member for Fre-
mantle, to the fact that the installation of
bulk handling facilities will throw out of
employment quite a number of men—
thousands, the hon. member says. Whilst
I admit that a few men at the various
ports will of neeessity be thrown out of em-
ployment, the provision of employment for
those men is not the responsibility of the
wheatgrowers. I have never heard the
member for Fremantle suggest that when
new facilities were installed for handling
foreign petrol at Fremantle, the oil com-
panies should have been responsible
for those men who were thrown out
of employment. It is to be ad-
mitted that, when any new scheme
for handling any commedity is initiated,
it is naturally expected fo cheapen or econ-
omise the handling of that commodity in
some way. Recently, when the Minister for
Works was opening the road board confer-
ence in Perth, he made this statement—

Tn all innovations some individual diffieal-

ties are surc to arise, but the publie interest
is the paramount consideration.

That is just the paramount econsideration
in the bulk handling of wheat; the public
interest is wrapped up in the interests of
the wheat growers, and it is of paramount
interest to-day, When two years ago Wes-
tralian Farmers insialled bulk handling facil-
ities at five sidings in the Wyalcatchem dis-
trict, the instalment was largely in the
nature of an experiment. That experi-
ment was watched closely by the iwheat-
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growers and by ihe commumity generally,
and so suceessful was that experiment that
for the 1933-34 season an additional 48
sidings were cquipped, making a total of
53 sidings in all. The member for Pingelly
has pointed out that there were very many
obstacles placed in the way of the company
who were anxious fto instal those facilities
in the interests of the wheatgrowers gen-
erally. Those obstacles were placed there
by vavious interests that considered they
would not profit by the installation. Tt i3
regreftable that our Railway Department
shounld have seen fit to place any obstacles in
the way. TIn striking contrast o the afti-
tude of our Railway Department is the atti-
tude of the Railway Departments of New
South Wales and South Afrviea to bulk
handling facilities. Butf, notwithstanding
the obstacles which were placed in the way
of the installation of those facilities, 33
sidings were equipped, and there can he no
doubt the handling of wheat at those 53 sid-
ings has been most economieal. There has
heen handled over 11,000,000 bushels of
wheat in bulk. The number of men thrown
ont of employment in the handling
of 233,710 tons of hulk wheat, which
has been handled at the port to
date, would represent 39 wmen for
one year. If we export nest year or
the year after, say 30,000,000 bushels ot
wheat in bulk—and in view of the manv
difficulties in the way of the wheat-
growers to-day, T should imagine that would
he a fair figure to put it at—and working
on the same basis as to the numher of
men, it would mean that 156 men would he
displaced. ‘There are many farmers in this
country who have assured me that their
saving in connection with the bulk handling
of their grain, as compared with handling
in bags, has amounted to 3d. per hushel.
That saving alone would be sufficient to
pay 200 men the basic wage for 52 wecks
in the year. 8o, if the farmers alene are
going to save enough to morc than pay for
the men who would be displaced, surely the
installation of bulk handling is worth
while. There have been many crities of the
seheme that has been installed, and prophe-
cies were made that the cost of handling
would be very high on aceount of the type
of storage bins that were erected, and on
account of their cheap construetion. Those
prophecies have proved unfounded, hecause
the cost of handling at those 53 cquipped
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siding= has been far more economical than
it has been under the bulk handling scheme
operating in New South Wales. Il we take
the charges under the heading of handling,
interest and depreeiation, in New South
Wales, and compare them with the eharges
in Western Australia, it will be seen
that in New South Wales the charges
under those headings are 2.0169d. per
bushel, whereas in Western Australia it
js less than 1d. per bushel. And it should
be horne in mingd that in New South Wales
they charge only G per cent. for deprecin-
tion, whereas in Western Australia it is 11
per cent.  In addition it is quite natural
that the cost of handling in the first
season might be expected to be somewhat

hich, bhut experience gained in the
process of time should lead to a re-
duetion of those charges. There ecan

be no doubt the system has proved most
econom’eal and of great benefit to our pro-
ducers. ' any prooft of that were required,
we have it =upplied in the various large
wheat-producing  countries of the worlidl,
Bulk handling facilities have beeninstallel
in the Argentine, Canada, the United States,
South Africa and New South Wales, and,
in addition, Vietoria and South Awstralian
are now considering proposals in that cou-
nection.  Moreover, all our wheat customers,
all the buyers of vur wheat, namely, Eng-
land, Japan, China, Italy, Germany and
Belghum, have bhulk handling facilities at
their main ports.  Many farmers in my clec-
torate, in those districts where they are for-
funate enough tv be able to handle their
wheat in bulk, have assured me that iheir
savings have amounted to Erom 2d. to 3141
per bushel, and every one of thew intimates
that it is imposzible to put a value on the
time zaved by lhorses and teams in the
quick despateh they now wet af the siding
as eompared with the interminable delays
that ocewrred when Farmers had to handle
their wheat in haus. A cause of complaint
throughout the length and breadth of the
farming areas in Western Australia, and
in connection with whiech there is a good
deal of indignation expressed, is the atfi-
tude of the Government in imposing an
extra freight of 9. per ton on bulk wheat.
The Premier told us the other evening that
11,000,000 bushels handled in bulk would
mean additional revenue of £13,000 to the
railwayvs. The reazons he gave for ihe im-

.
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position of that charge were, to say the
least, nneonvineing. He said that a certain
amennt of additional tare on the frucks had
to be carried, and that there was an addi-
tional amount of shunting necessitated.
Surely the adilitional tare is part and pareel
of the equipment of the truck, and ought
not to be charged for. Tf the department
tind done the work acecording to its own
ileas, instead of having some 5 ewt. of can-
vas and light timber to carry the additional
wheat, it would have been done with ordin-
ary 2in. jarreah and so there would have
been at Jeast 15 cwt. of additional tare, but
there wounld not have heen any suggestion
by the department that the users should
pay tor that additional tare. In New South
Wales no «ifference is made in the charge for
lhandling bulk and bagged wheat, and
South Africa the charge on the hulk wheat
i= actually the cheaper. There the railways,
tu encourage the furmers to use bulk hand-
ing faeilities, actually veturn the bags free
of charge to those sidings where bulk hand-
ling facilities are not provided, So the
Earmers who have to use bags get their bags
returned gratis, whereas in Western Aus-
tralin ~ the railways charee  for them.
The opposition to hulk handling is not
very pronounced in Western Australia.
There has  heen slight objection raised
in some guarters, but generally speaking
the wheatgrowers are anxious that we
should wet on with this bulk handling
scheme as quiekly as possible, and they
are bitterly disappointed that anotlier year's
delay is going to occur. This idea of the
farmers to help thewselves, to find their own
money without asking for Government as-
sistance, and withont asking for any guar-
antee, really by taking up the challenge of
the Government that thev would not be
game to go on with the scheme unless thev
had a nonopoly, is a scheme which
should have all the encouragement the Gov-
crnment could  give it, instead of having
olstacles placed in its wav., The Speech
rontains mention that we have promise of
a wonderful season in Western Australia.
That is so. From Wyndham in the North
to Esperance in the South T do not think
I have ever known a season so universally
good. That is the luck of the Lahour Gov-
ernment. Nearly every time a Labour Gov-
ernment have been in office, Western Aus-
tralta has experienced gond seasons, T am.
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not going to allow my friend, the Minister
for Employment, to take any credit for
that.

The Minister for Employment: And every
time the Labour Government have to spend
hundreds of thousands of pounds in be-
lated repairs left by the previous Govern-
ment.

My. FERGUSOXN: T do not know which
helated repairs the Minister refers to, but
if he means the splashing of a bit of paint
on publie buildings in Perth, T am not with
him, for that is one of those belated repairs
which could easily be allowed to stand over.
Tn his blind efforts to find employment for
the trade unionist supporters of his party,
the Minister is buying all the paint he can
get and spiashing it on public buildings.
That is altogether unjustified, hut I am not
zoing to allow him to take ecredit for
the bountiful season we are enjoying.
It is gratifving that the price of whent has
inereased a little, and I hope it will move up
still further. The price of wool, on the other
hand, is very disappointing. The wool sales
in Brisbane the other day could not have
brought much satisfaction to the wool pro-
ducers of Australia. Those prices, in my
opinion, are largely accounted for by the
unfortunate fiscal policy adopted by the
Commonwealth.

The Minister for Railways: The wool
prices were not 5o bad as some people feared
they would be.

Mr. Mann: It will
£20,000,000 to Australia.

Mr. Hawke: When wool prices were high
last year, was that due to the tariff?

Mr. Mann: To economic conditions,
possibly.

Mr. FERGUSON: Some little time ago
the Commonwealth Government appointed a
committee to investigate the wool position in
Australia. The committee presented a re-
port, which has been favourably eommented
on by wool growers throughout the length
and breadth of Australia. Porfions of that
report can be put into operation by the Com-
monweaith Government and portions by the
State Government, and I am in hopes that
the Governments of all the States, as well as
the Government of the Commonwealth, will
do their best to implement the committee’s
report. The bountiful season in the North-
West will create another problem, namely,
what i to he done with the surplus sheep in
those areas? They will not prove to he of

mean a loss of
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much value if they are aliowed to remain in
the North. If we get an indifferent or a bad
season next year, there will be huge loss, as
many of the stations will be over-stocked
under those conditions. As quite a number
of farms in the agricultural areas have been
definitely proved to be not entirely suitable
for cereal production, but suitable for carry-
ing sheep and growing fodder crops such 0s
oats, some effort shonld be made to provide
a market in the agricultural areas for the
aurplus North-West sheep. The best thing
would be to hasten on the provision of wire
netting to those settlers anxious to ehange
over from wheat to sheep, The Speech men-
tions that the provision of wire netting to
settlers has been extended. [ think it should
he extended still further. In view of the
fact that wire netting is essential for keep-
ing out vermin, another attempt should he
made by the Government to induce the Com-
monwealth to provide money for the pur-
chase of wire neiting on easier terms than
those that now exist. The terms provide for
an interest payment of five per cent., #nd a
sinking fund payment of two per eent. for
the redemption of the loan. T urge on the
Prentier to take up with the Commonwealth
Government once more the suggestion that
the money should be provided free of inter-
est. IF that were done and the farmer paid
a sinking fund to repay the loan in 25 years,
it would he all that the Commenwealth had a
right to expect. Ik would pay Australia
handsomely if consolidated revenue bore the
interest payments on the money and if the
farmer were allowed to have it on condition
that Le paid a sinking fund of a little over
three per eent., which, I believe, would repay
the loan in 25 years. That is all the farmer
can pay under existing conditions. As Iin-
dicated, there ave many farms not entirely
suitable for the production of cereals—light
lands and lands of medium quality—but, they
are suitable for sheep raising and for the
growing of fodder crops. 1 understand the
Minister has stated that he will not allow
any farmer to have wire netting whose land
rents are in arrears. L hope the Minister
witl not stick hard and fast to that decision,
Surely a man in arrears for one year shonid
not be penalised to that extent! Moreover,
if his farm were snitable for the production
of sheep and fodder crops, it would he per-
fectly futile for him to continue on the
bloek unless he were to carry sheep, and he
could not carry sheep unless he could effec-
tively fence against vermin such as rabbits.
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Will the Premier also take up with the
general manager of the Midland Railway
Company the guestion of allowing the Gov-
ernment to take a first mortgage over the
company’s lands in order that Midland set-
tlers might be eligible to participate in the
money for the provision of wire netting?
The Agricultural Bank, the Associated
Banks, all the insurance companies and
every private morigagee that I know of
have heen willing to allow the Government
to take a first mortzage over the land for
the provision of wire netting. Netting a
prope:ty  increasex the value of the
mortgagees’ seeurity, and it is in his
interests  to allow a first moitgage to
be taken for mnetting. For some reason
the general manager of the Midland
Ratlway Company has not fallen into
line with other mortzagees, and I think the
only way to wort the eompany to agree
would be for the head of the Government
to bring some moral snasion to bear. There
appeared in the “West Australian” «uite
recently a notification of a virulent disease
that had broken out amongst certain rabbits
kept for seientific purposes in the Old Coun-
try. If we could get a disease like that in-
troduced amongst the rabbits in Australia,
we should go far towards exterminating the
pest. I hope that the Counecil for Scientific
and Industrial Research will follow this mat-
ter up, because it would be the most econo-
mical way of coping with this, the greatest
pest we have in Australia. Other pests that
are worrying the pastoralists and farmers
greatly are the dingo and the fox. T have
protested on more than one occasion against
the reduction of bonuses paid for the de-
strucfion of those pests. I realise that the
bonusés are governed by the finance that
the Central Vermin Board have available.
I should like to ask the Government, in view
of the difficulty that the Central Vermin
Board experience in collecting their rates,
to zo to their assistance financially and sup-
plement the bonuses the board are able to
pay during the present difficult times, 1
am of epinion that it would be in the inter-
ests of the State if the source from which
the Central Vermin Board derive their funds
were extended. As the Minister for Lands
knows, the present taxable basis is on those
areas of 160 acres and over. 1f the basis
were extended to include all lands in the
State, the amount collected would he in-
ereased by about 100 per cent., and the com-
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wunity generally would reap the benefit.
Certain it is that the higher the bonuses paid
for the desiruction of dingoes, the quicker
will they be exterminated, whereas if,
through lack of funds, cthe Central Vermin
Board are compelled to reduce their bonuses
still further, the vermin will go on increas-
ing. We shall be paying a smaller honus
over a longer period and, in the end, it will
cost more completely to exterminate the
pest.

The Minister for Lands interjected.

Mr. FERGUSON: One year’s funds were
built up hefore any disbursements were
made.

The Minister for Lands: The rate was re-
duced.

Mr. FERGUSON: Because it was hnpos-
sible for contribntors to meet the rate.

The Minister for Lands: No, the board
had money to burn.

Mr. FERGUSON: Another problem
worrying the farming community is that of
sheep-stealing, which is beeoming very pre-
valent in many of the sheep distriets. I
regret to say it, but I think most of the sheep
stealing is being done by men possessed of
moter trucks. Once a sheep stealer with a
motor truck gets away from a farm or a
district it is not easy to have him traced.
It has been known that a motor truck with
hags tied round the tyres has becn backel
up to a fence, the truck filled with sheep,
and driven off. I urge the Minister for
Police, who fortunately is also the Minister
for Agriculture, and is interested in the
problem, to get the Commissioner of Police
to make available two or three plain clothes
men to devote the whole of their time to
this problem. Sheep stealing is costing the
farmers of this State thousands of pounds
per annum, The sheep stealers do not mind
taking studs or anything else. Generally
they want sheep fat enough to be marketed,
and they get them on the market quick and
lively. Loeal police constables experience
difficulty in traeing the thieves. In some
instances the local constable has only a
horse, and it is diffienlt for a man on a
horse to compete with a man in a motor
truck. The thief, of course, does not steal
under the eye of the policeman, and he suc-
ceeds in getting away to the back country.
If the Government empowered the eountry
police to hire a car when they had
word that a sheep stealer was in the
district, it would facilitate their efforts at
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detection. At present the police are handi-
eapped, and not many offenders have been
brought to book. 1f the Minister made
available a eouple of officers to devoie the
whole of their time to the work and al-
Jowed them to go into the country districts
and study the problem where it is at its
worst, some good would result, The pen-
alties for the offence should be increased
conziderably on account of the difficulty of
obtaining proof.  Onee an offender whs
caught and proved guilty, we should make
an example of him.

Mr. Latham: The penalty provided is
satisfactory, but the judges impose far less
than the maximum.

Mr. FERGUSON: A question ol import-
ance to part of my electorate is the pro-
posed Kalannie-northwards railway. While
the line would not be in my electorate,
farmers in the north-east portion would
pse it. Last year a deputation waited on
the Premier and urged the construction of
the line. The Premier gave a sympathetic
reply, telling us it would have o stand over
for a year,-but that the matter would not
be lost sight of. [ again urge on the Gov-
ernment the necessity for giving the mat-
ter sevious consideration with a view to
introdueing this session & Bill authorising
the construetion of the line. Durinz last
vear. Western Australia has been deprived.
throngh death, of one of its most nseful
citizens, Mr. H. W, A, Tanner. Mr. Tanner
had done exeellent work on hehalf of rural
co-operation in the State, and was the pro-
ducers’ representative on the Fremantle Har-
hoitr Trust. On My, Tanner’s death, the organ-
isntion that had recommended his appoint-
ment naturally thought that the Govern-
ment wounld ask them to nominate a snceces-
sor, but judge of their dismay when they
found that Mr. W. O, Angwin, extAgent
Cieneral for the State, had heen appointed
producers’ representative on the Trust. I
have nothing to say against Mr. Angwin;
T think he is one of our most estimable
citizens. He has done good work for West-
ern Aunstralia in many spheres, but as a
producers’ representative on the Trust, T
am afraid we cannot expect from him the
serviee we would get from a man who had
been nominated by a producers’ organisa-
tion. Mr. Angwin has been associated all
his life with trade unionism. He can there-
fore he Tooked upon as a representative of
trade unionizm on the Trust, and not as
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the 1epresentative of the producers. There
are tines when it is conceivable that the
interests of the two bodies would not be
identical. Mr, Angwin’s life-long associa-
tion with trade wnions would lead him to
lean towards the interests of the waterside
workers at Fremantle rather than towards
those of the men who are producing the
goods which enable those workers to get
their employment,

Mr. Steeman: What a shame!

Mr. FERGUSON: I am not disparaging
Mr. Angwin, but | wish to enter my em-
phatie protest on bebalf of the primary
producers over the attitude of the Govern-
ment in refusing to appuint a dirvect repre-
sentative, .

The Minister for Lands: He is a man
who would more than most people see all
sides of the question.

Mr. FERGUSON: That may he so, but
I think he would see the unionizts’ side
first, T was very interested to hear what
the Fremier said the other evening on the
report of the Disabilities Commission. His
~tutement was vervy convineing, and should
be suficient to indieate to the Prime Minis-
ter that Western Australia has had a pretty
raw deal at the hands of the Commission.
I could understand the Premier’s keen dis-
appeintment when he read the veport, Tt
is a elear indieation of what Western Aus-
tralia mayv expect ot the hands of any
Federal Commission. It will increase by
many thousands the numbers of those who
favour secession. I do not think we had a,
right to expeet any more at the hands of
the Commission. The chairman had ex-
pressed views disparaging the administra-
tion of Western Australia prior to hiz ap-
pointment, and one other member of the
Commission had heen a resident of Tas-
mania and another a resident of South Aus-
tralia. Tt had heen recommended that both
of those States should receive additional
grants above what they had received in the
past. We might have had a better deal if
Western Anstalia  had heen represented
on  the Commission. T was p'eased
to notice in the Press that the Premier
had paid a visit to the offices of the Aeri-
enltural DNenartment. The more often tha
Treasurer visits that department, the bet-
ter it will be for agriculture geoerally. He
has now seen the rabhit warrens the officers
are compelled to work in. That is bad
enough for the administrative side of the
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depariment, bnt it is intinitely worse for
the scientifie side.

Mr. Wise: T complained about that in
your time but got no snpport.

Mr. FERGUSON: The building is only
fit for matchwood. The Premier expressed
his sympathy with the officers, but [ should
like to see him make a substantial effort fn
provide up-to-date facilities for them.

Mr. Latham: The £15,000 which went io
the University could well have been spent
on that department.

Mr. FERGUSON: Dr. Rivett, the execu-
tive head of the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Researeh, savs it is not likely
his body will spend much money in going
into agricnitural problems in Western Aus-
tralia unless proper equipment is provided
for them. Unless the State provides labor-
atories for scientific facilities, T am afrail
Western Australia will reap very little
henefit from the activities of the C.S.IL.R.,
as we see those activitiez vevealed in the
other States. I understand that Professor
Whitfeld, of the University, has been keenly
interested in this matter, and has proposed
that a joint arrangement should be entered
into between the Government and the Uni-
versity for the provision of laboratory facil-
ities on some of the University endowment
lands. T have long cherished the idea that
up-to-date laboratorv faecilities should be
provided, and I think the most suitable spot
would Dbe near the abattoirs at Midland
Junetion. The lahoratories must have a
reasonable area of land avound them where
stoeck for experimental purposes can be
kept. If if is impossible for the Govern-
ment to provide the money for these faeil-
ities, why should they not take the matter
up with the University and act in co-opera-
tion with that Institution? 1 understand
the University authorities are willing to
make available some of their endowment
lands near the coast. ITn addition to the
Hackett bequest which provides the remun-
eration for the professor of agriculture, the
University has a lot of bursaries and an-
other bequest worth £60,000. If they are
prepared to make these facilities available
to their own officers and co-operate with the
officers of the Agricultural Department, why
should we delay any further in making use
of the scientific officers of the C.8.T.R. in
the interests of agrieulture in this State?
Many probiemz require to he solved if agri
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culture in Western Australia is to make sat-
isfactory progress. The only way to solve
them is by the application of science io the
industry.

Mr. Latham: As =oon as those problems
are solved others will arise.

Mr. FERGUSON: We mast solve those
that are with us to-day. Tf we cannot do
50, the industry will never advanee. Surely
the Government, the TUniversity, and the
C.S.L.LR. ought to be able to make available
the necessary facilities in the interest~ of
those who are engaged in agriculture here,
s0 wany of whom have been financed lrom
State funds. 1 understand we are to have
an opportuity to discuss the report of the
Agrienltural Bank Commission. The extrava-
gant language nsed by the Commission in
their very drastic report will count against
it. The way in which the Commissioners
have pilloried the trustees is not justified,
and the value of the report will he dis-
counted because of the intemperance of
the language used. In all fairness to the
trustees, those who are of the opinion 1
have expressed should not hesitate to utter
it. 1 asked the Minister for Railwayvs the
other night whether it was intended to issue
a new railway rate hook, and if so when. The
reply was that the matter was receiving
consideration. Tt is many vears since the
last rate book was issued. Tt contains a
hondred and one anomalies that it would
take a Philadelphian lawyer to fathom. All
sorts of rebates and concessions are men-
tioned of which the users of the railways
have diffieulty in availing themselves be-
eause of their numher. Tt wonld not cost
much to issue a new hook, which would he
greatlv in the interests of users of the sys-
tem. A greater reason for a new hook is
thai if one were issued T helieve it would be
possible to indnee the Midland Railway Com-
pany to use it in tofo. At present the General
Manager of the company uses the rate hook,
but does not give all the concessions and re-
bates that are allowed to users of the Stafe
system. Tf a new hook were issued I think
Mr. Poynton would adopt it. Recently I
gave some figures in the metropolitan Press
regarding freights on the Midland line. Tn
one instance these were challenged by Mr.
Poxnton, and T had to admit having quoted
out-of-date figures, although they were sup-
plied by the Railway Department. Since
then I have ohtained np-to-date fizures as at
the 15th August, and would like to quote
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them for the information of members as well
as of users of the Midland and Government
lines. They will prove some of the difficul-
ties under whieh we labour through heing
situated on a privately owned railway. Re-
cently the State embarked upon the export
trade in lambs. The Midland districts have
not been hehind in producing an ideal export
lamb; indeed the producers in the Moora
and Coorow districts have bred some of the
best export lambs put upon the market.
They are producing the lambs in consider-
able numbers. To convey a truck of lnmbs
from Coorow to Fremantle on the Midland
line costs £5 15s. 2d., but for a similar dis-
tance over the Government system the cost
is £5 12s. The charge for a truck of power
kerosene of six tons from Tremantle to
Coorow is £19 11s. 4d., and on the Govern-
ment line it is £18 18s. Ten tons of wheat con-
veyed from Carnamal to Fremantle costs
£7 7s. 6d., but for a similar distance over the
Government line the cost would be £6 19s, 2d,
The freight on a bag of sugar from Fre-
mantle to Moora. is 3s. 6d., but on a Govern-
ment line it would be 2s. 9d. On a ton of
grocerics from TIremantle to Moora the
freight is £3 16s. 4d. and on the Government
line it would be £3 7s. 11d. for the same dis-
tance. T understand a cut rate has been given
to storekeepers at DMoora recently to
compete  with  motor transport. For a
parcel of harvester parts from Fremantle
to Moora the cost is 1s. 10d., but on a Gov-
ernment line it would be 1s. 9d. .On ten
tons of super from North Fremantle to
Moora the freight is £2 9s. 2d., and on a
Government line it would he £2 5s. On a
truck of horses from Moora to -Subiaco the
freight is £4 2s. 5d., against £+ on the Gov-
ernment line. These figures show some of the
difficulties under which settlers in the Mid-
lands have to labour. In the aggregate this
amounts to a considerable sum per annum.
If at the expenditure of a few hundred
pounds a new rate book could-be issued, and
the Midland Company eould be induced to
adopt it, without any of these extra imposts
upon their setflers, the expense would be
well justified and would be much appreciated
by every resident of the Midlands.

The Minister for Railways: A new rate
book would not make any difference to that
position.

Mr. FERGUSON: There is a possibility
that the general manager of the company
would waive the freights that he is charging
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at present in favour of adopting the Govern-
ment rates.

The Minister for Railways.
agreed to that yet.

Mr. FERGUSON: A new rate book would
provide an additional argument in favour of
his doing so.

The Minister for Railways: The rates are
the same between stations on the MMidland
line as they are between stations on a Gov-
ernment line for similar distances.

My, FERGUSON : Ninety per cent. of the
commodities that are either reccived or
despatched by settlers in the Midland dis-
trict are carried over a seetion of the Mid-
land line and a section of the State line. The
hardship arises through there being two
short freights instead of one long one. I
want to say a word or two about rural re-
habilitation. This subjeet has been much
discussed of recent date. People have asked
when is the psychological moment to insti-
tute this rehabilitation, The psychologieal
moment is with us to-day. We have been
told that the aggregate dehts of the agri-
culturists of Australia amount to over’
£140,000,000, and that the Commonwealth
Government have expressed their willingness
to provide a considerable sum of money to
agsist in debt reduction and rehabilitation
generally. If that is so, then I regard the
present as an opportune time for Western
Australia to investigate the question of re-
habilitating those farmers who should remain
on iheir holdings—I think the proportion
who should remain on their properties
is quite a large one, the majority in -
faect—and the only way we can do that
is to recondition the farmers’ surplus
liabilities. Many farmers are overburdened
with debts quite beyond their capacity fo
pay. If the Minister for Lands will favour
the scheme that was placed before him re-
cently, with which I understand he expressed
his sympathy, or would approve of some
other plan along those lines, he could ap-
point a committee to commence operations
at an early date to mediate between the
debtor-farmers and their ereditors. The
sooner that is done, the sooner will the in-
dustry be placed on a reasonably satisfae-
tory hasis. With the assistance the Com-
monwealth Government are willing to pro-
vide—-and it would appear that the assist-
ance will represent a considerable amount
—the present should he regarded as most
obportune to take the matter in bhand.

He has not
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The Minister for Lands: What is the
amount of the Commonwealth assistance?

Mr. FERGUSON: I do not know any more
about it than does the Minister, and the only
information I have is that which appeared
in the Press. The Prime Minister has stated
that he was willing to make £20,000,000
available in the near future. A scheme of
rehabilitation would be as much in the in-
terests of the ereditors of the farmers as
of the farmers themselves. At present they
cannot stand up to the obligations they have
inenrred, and it would be infinitely better
for all the creditors to receive some return
as interest on their outlay, rather than that
a few secured creditors should reeeive a re-
turn and the unsecured creditors should
have nothing, as is the position at pre-
sent, If we are to do something to rehabili-
tate the position of the men on the land, we
must go further and deal with the natoral
corollary. We must provide facilities,
through legislative sanction for the estab-
lishment of a statutory board, for the organ-
ised marketing of our primary produets. It
is of little use instituting means of placing
the farmer on a more satisfactory basis and
then, through a faulty marketing system,
allowing him to remain in the deplorable
position he has been in during recent years.
If the Government intend to tackle the
problem seriously and achieve the rehabili-
tation of our farmers, they must secure
to them a return for their labour, by
an organised and orderly system of market-
ing their products. The question of trans-
port has loomed largely in the eyes of the
public recently. It is a big problem, one
that Parliament tackled and, in its wisdom,
passed legislation for the co-ordination of
the various transport interests. The diction-
ary interpretation of the word “co-ordina-
tion” is “harmonising of interests.” I do
not know that the Trausport Board have
done much so far towards securing the har-
monising of the transport interests. See-
tion 10 of the Act, which deals with the
powers and duties of the board, sets out that
the board may of its own volition or under
the direction of the Minister—

{a) make investigations and inquiries into
transport matters. In making sueh investiga-
tions and inquiries the board shall give con-

sideration, among other faectors, to all or any
of the following factors namely:
(i.) The question of transport generally in
the light of service to the commn-
nity;
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(it.) The needs of the State for economie
development;

{(iil.) Tlhe industrial conditions under which
all forms of transport are conducted;

{iv.}) The impartial and equitable treatment
of all conflicting interests.

Then, in Section 36, we find the following :—

Before granting or refusing to grant any
such license the board shall take into con-
sideration . . . . .

{b) The cxisting transportation serviee for
the carriage of goods upen the routes, or
within the area, proposed to be served in re-
lation to—

(i.) its present adequacy and possibilities

for improvement to meet atl reason-
able public demands;

(3i.) the effeet upon such existing service
of the serviee proposed to be pro-

vided.
Let us see if the Transport Board
have carried out the injunction they
received from Parliament. I am one

of those who consider the railways are
absolutely necessary for the develop-
ment of the State. I have taken part with
representatives of other distriets in urging
upon Governments the necessity for the con-
struction of certain railways. Every dis-
trict where a railway is desired and is
proved to be necessary, expects the State
to provide the railway, and it then becomes
the duty of the people and of the Govern-
ment to maintain the asset provided for
their benefit and to do their utmost to see
that the railway is worked profitably. While
it is eertainly necessary to do that, it must
also be remembered by those in control that
they must provide a service to the com-
munity, I helieve Western Australia has
more or less run amok in dealing with its
transport problems. I am old-fashioened
enough to believe that if we had stuck to the
railways and horse transport, we would be
a long way better off than we are now. We
have ample natural native facilities for the
propulsion of all our means of transport.
We have coal at Collie, and T would like
members to consider what aetivity there
would he in Collie to-day if our railways
had to transport ali produce that eould not
be moved by horse traction. Collie would
to-day be an exeeedingly prosperous indus-
trial centre. We have large belts of country
where we could breed all the horses we
require, Hon. members can visualise
what activity there would have been within
the State if we had bred the horses neces-
sary for our present transport require-
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ments. I am old-fashioned cnough to be-
lieve that we would now be a happier and
infinitely better off eommunity if we had
never imported a single tractor or motor
truck or one gallon of petrol for their pro-
pulsion. Perhaps members perused the
brochure that was preparved a little while
ago by a well-known husinessman of Perth
regarding this phase. 1t is estimated that
we have imported 4,000 tractors and 10,000
motor trucks inte Western Australia. While
those machines are not all operating to the
Tullest extent, I estimate that they are doing
the work of not less than 100,000 horses.
The average consumption of hay per horse
would amount to about five tons per year,
which would be equivalent to 300,000 fons
per annum for the 100,000 horses.

AMr. Latham: And it would mean less
wheat exported.

Mr. FERGUSON: To produc: that quan-
tity of bay for chaff would represent the
cultivation of 500,000 acres. In addition,
100,000 acres under oats would be ne-
cessary to Feed the extra horses used through-
out the State. To grow the quantity of feed
on the 600,000 acres under hay and oats
wonld mean the provision of employment
for over a thousand m:m. I think the Minis-
ter for Employment will agree with me that
it would be worth while. It would mean
taking off his shoulders the responsibility
for providing for nearly all the unemployed.
That would be the effect if, in Western Aus-
tralia, we had relied upon the horse instead
of upon petrol propulsion. More than that,
on the State’s average, over 6,000,000
bushels of wheat would have been kept off
an already glutted market.

The Minister for Employment: Yet you
raised an objeetion to what was done.

Mr. FERGUSON: No; I supported the
Minister in all his efforts. I believe that
if we had not imported a single tractor, the
whole of our unemployment trouble would
have been avoided. All those in receipt of
sustenance would have been employed in the
cultivation of the 600,000 acres required to
produce feed for the consumption of the
harses in work.

Mr, Latham: Let us go back to the old
thrashing system!

The Minister for Lands: It would solve
the unemployment problem not only of
Western Australia but elsewhere too.

Mr. Rodoreda: What about cutting out
the harvester?
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Mr. P
scythe?

AMr. FERGUSON: To provide for the
1equirements of the horses, an expenditure
of upwards of £200,000 wounld be required
annunally for harness, It would mean in-
creasing the price of our hides, which are
at present a drug on the market. It would
mean increasing returns to our cattle aud
sheep producers. I would not mind if the
eost of the tractors, trucks nnd petrol were
distributed in Western Australia, the Com-
maonwealth, or even within the Empire. Uu-
fortunately that is not so. Not very mneh
of the money is expended in the British
Empire at all.  During 1933-34 Western
Australia imported 19,000,000 gallons of
petrol and over 2,000,000 gallons of power
kevosene. The value of the fuel totalled
£667,780. It means thai nearly £750,000 per
annum is sent overseas, and over 1,000 of
our own people are deprived of employment
in consequence.

Mr. Latham: The result of the imporia-
tion has been inereased development.

Mr. FERGUSON: There has been slight-
ly quicker development on account of the
use of traetors, but I am not sure we are
better off. These are my own views,
and I know there are many people who deq
sire motor transport. Time was when we
used to consider the orderly ordering of]
our requirements, and had them despatched;
by train or horse-drawn vehiclee Now
people are in suech a hurry that they tele-
phone their requirements and expeet quick
transport by means of motors. While
we have rail and motor transport side
by side, we must seeure their co-ordin-
ation. The interests of the two forms of
transport eonflict to-day, and it is the job!
of the Transport Board to secure the co-
ordination of the divergent interests. I am,
not sure that the board have done their joby
very effectively so far. I am afraid the
board have heen obsessed by the railway
point of view and have not froubled so
much about that of other means of trans-
port. Those concerned in the latter divi-
sion arve just as legitimate in their avoea-
tion as is our railway system. 7 will give an
instance of the lopsidedness of the atti-
tude of the Transport Board and an indi-
cation of their obsession regarding the rail-
ways to the detriment of motor traction.
Tn 1886, Western Australia entered into
an agreement with a man in the Ol

C. L. Smith: And using the
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Country, Mr, John Waddington, to con-
struct a railway from Guildford to Cham-
pion Bay. That agreement was whole-
heartedly endorsed by the people of West-
ern Australia, particularly those in the
=pareely gettled district now known a: the
Midland area. The Government of the day,
were unable to secure the finance necessary
ta huild the railway, the construction of
which was warranted. It was regarded as
a proper subjest for the work of private
enterprise, and that view was applanded
by everyone in the State. Mr. Waddington
transferred his agreement to the Midland
Railway Company, and that company con-
structed a line frow Midland Junetion to
Walkaway. I am not sure how much money.
was spent, but it was £1.000,000 or more.
The company continued to transport goods
over the line for many years. Later an-
other form of transport, woad transport,
appearved, another form of private enter-
prise which Western Ausiralia gladly wel-
comed. The State had approved of the
eonstruetion of railway by giving a eon-
ression of over 3,000,000 acres of land to the
company, and the State approved of the
road transport enterprise by giving that
enterprise a good road. They were two
forms of legitimate private enterprise side
by side, and in most instances the compe-
tition between the two was perfectly legiti-
mate. On some commodities the motor
truck was charging more than the railway,
and on other lines less. The motor man
was getting all the trade he wanted, and the
railway was doing pretty well also. But
immediately the Transport Board was cre-
ated to co-ordinate the interest of those
two legitimate private enterprises, the board
annihilated the road transport in the inter-
ests of the railway. That was not fair on
the part of the hoard. The motor man
who was engaged in the industry had put
£400 or £500 of his hard earned cash into
his enterprise, and £400 or £500 was just
as much to him as a million pounds to the
wealthy financiers in the Old Countrv who
financed the railway. So I maintain the
road transport man should have been given
a fair chance to carry on his lawful avo-
cation. Now I want the House to picture
the plight of some of the settlers whom this
motor man was serving. They are situated
betwen the Midland Railway and the State
railway known as the Teodvay-Miling line.
a distriet about 14 miles by road from each
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railway system. The settlers in that dis-
trict have been catered for by the road,
transpo.t, for they are ton far from either
railway to get the full benefit of railway
facilities. 1t cost them too much to get
their goods from the railway to their homes
ar farms, and of necessity they want to use
the road transport. A tull 100 per cent.
of the people in that distriet have signed
a petition asking for the road transpart. In
addition to that, quite a number of thoze
people have earricd out the advice of
snceessive  Ministers of the Crown and
officers of the Department of Agricul-
ture to the effect that, not being alle to
make a living out of ordinary staple
products of Fayming, they should pro-
duce side lines. Tt is not a great wheat
growing ventre, hut is a sheep and wheat
diztrict, and the settlers have embarked on
pies, cows, ponltry and other side-lines, in
an endeavour to stand up to the obligations
they have incurred with these financing
them. Those are the people who want to
use voad transport. Here is a particular
instance of a settler in that distriet: he is
to-day making from 30s. to £2 per week
out of his butter-fat cheque. Road trans-
port calls at his place at 5 o'clock in the
morning and lands his butter fat in splen-
did condition in Perth at nine o’clock. Tf
road transport is not to be allowed to pick
up that butter faf, that man must go 14
miles to the railway siding, and 14 miles
hack. [l iz a day’s work for a horse, and
helf a day’s work for a man, The cream
will be put on the railway truck in the
morning and it will remain 11 hours on the
train, right through the beat of the day, and
s0 when it reaches the butter Factory in
Perth it will not be worth the amount it has
eost in freight. That is what exists to-day,
and the Transport Board has rvefused to
grant a license for road lvansport in that
district. Unless the Board vevises its atti-
tude, the men in that distriet will have fo
go out of dairvine, and the monev they
have put into the induztry will he wasted.
Surely in the interests of the distriet as a
whole they ought to be allowed to pursue
the lawful avoeation in which they are en-
zaged. There ought to he sufficient brains
in the Railway Department, the Transport
Board, the owners of transport traffic, the
Government and the people of Western
Australin to co-ordinate those means of
tramsport, as the Transport {Co-ordination)
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Act intended. When Parliament passed
that Act, members had every belief that it
was possible to bring ahout real ec-ordina-
tion of those conflicting interests, and I still
think it can be done. If the Railway De-
partment is to get all this traffic and have
-all competition squelched as well, it must
do something to justify that econcession.
Only last week I received a stud ram from
South Awstralia, A hundved miles of rail-
age for that ram in South Australia cost
25, 9d. Incidentally, I expect it eame down
with other rams, which would account for
the low charge. From Adelaide to Fremantle
the freight on the animal was 10s., and the
railage from Fremantle to Barberton siding
was £1 1s. 4d., after which there was 2s, 64d.
cartage to the XFremantle station, and
also from the siding to my farm. Motor
transport would have taken that ram
from the yard at Fremantle to my
farm at Barberton for T7s. 6d., and so
I would have saved 16s. 4d. That is an in-
dication that the railways have to wake up,
if they expect the people to patronise them
to the fullest extent. In conclusion let me
say the Premier has told us that this is to
be a busy session. I hope it will he, for
there is a lot of work that requires to be
done. But for my part, and 1 believe I can
speak for others also on this bench, any
legislation the Government may bring down
in the interests of the primary producers
and of the State and the people generally,
will have our wholehearted support, while
when there are any Bills we disagree with
we can Dbe depended upon to put unp the
most constructive eriticism of which we are
capable.

MR, PIESSE (Katanning) [8.37]: Like
other members, 1 fail to see much that is
new in His Excellency’s Speech, and in fact
very little that ecalls for debate. At the
same time there has been a noticeable im-
provement in the State’s outlook during the
past year. We are reminded that the finan-
cial position is still extremely grave, and as
far as one is able to judge from the experi-
ence of the past few years, and from the
financial statements placed before us by
Treasurers from time to time, it seems that
the gravity of the financial position is likely
to remain for some time, certainly until the
markets for our produce improve and prices
become more stable and profitable. Until
those faetors are brought about, the State

[ASSEMBLY.]

is not likely to make any great headway in
extricating itself from its financial difficul-
ties, Rigid economy, we are told in the
Speech, is being practised, and until we can
get more equitable treatment from the Fed-
eral authorities that eeonomy will have to
be continued. As already pointed out, prin-
eipally by the Leader of the Nationalist
Party, the loan expenditure has become
somewhat alarming, and unless our popu-
lation is going to increase more rapidly it
will not be very long before we shall have
to ery a halt to borrowing. We had hoped
for some relief from the Federal Grants
Commission, but here again we have to con-
fess disappointment, for that Commission
bas failed to redress our claims for finaneial
help from the Commonwealth. I congratu-
late the Premier upon the splendid reply he
made to the report of that Commission. This
Chamber should whole-heartedly show its dis-
sent from that finding, and we should back
up the Premier in his refusal to aecept that
ns a fair exposition of our financial diffi-
culties. Seemingly in the Loan Council this
State is doomed to disappointment. With
an overflowing Federal Treasury, we as a
State are still limited by the overlapping of
Federal and State taxation, as the result
of which we cannot increase our revenue.
The Loan Council offers us very little hope
of relief or of having our Premier backed
up in secking more equitable freatment under
the Premiers’ Plan. It is absurd to have
Commonwealth and State public servants
working side by side in Perth, the State
servant being compelled still to aceept a 20
per eent. financial emergeney deduction from
his salary, while to the Commonwealth ser-

vant that deduetion has been restored
in whole or in part, simply because
of the overflowing Federal Treasury.

As civil servants and other Government em-
ployees, I"ederal and State, were required to
make an equal sacrifice, it was expected that
as soon as conditions improved, all would
benefit equally. While we form part of the
Federation, we are reluctantly compelled to
look to the Commonwealth for assistance by
way of bonuses or bounties to assist our pri-
mary industries. It is comforting to wheat-
growers to know that at last the Federal
Government have realised their responsi-
bility hy setting aside a sum of money to
gnarantee growers af least the cost of pro-
duetton for the coming season. We appre-
‘ciate anything done fo assist us in that way,
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but we cannot expect such assistance to con-
finue for ever, and it hehoves evervone en-
gaged in primary industries to get produc-
tion costs down to bedrock, so that it will he
possible in future to combat the low prices
that no doubt will come again, and deal with
the severe Huctuations that eceur from time
o time. We in this State have to he thank-
ful for the bountiful rains that have bene-
fited the pastoral, wheat and other prhimary
industries, When we consider the unfortu-
nate position of South Australin and parts
of Vietoria, we have much to be thankful
tor, Our hopes are for a good season and
cven a record harvest. At the same time we
should be alive to the necessities that will
enable us fo make the best of our produc-
fion by following the most up-to-date
methods of organised marketing. I am glad
that the Government recognise the import-
ance of this question, and trust that they will
continue their interest in assizting primary
industries in this way. 1 was somewhat dis-
appointed that the Speech did not make a
definite announcement regarding the re-
habilitation of the farming industry. After
the promise made by the Minister for Lands
last year, we expected that the question
would have been taken up seripusly and dealt
with early this session. Possibly the Gov-
ernment are awaiting the discussion by the
House of the report of the Royal Commis-
sion on the Agriculiural Bank. The agri-
cultural industry is so elosely bound up with
the futnre of the Bank that one would ex-
pect the question of the future policy of the
Government to be foreshadowed when the
report is dealt with. I hope the Minister
for Lands will he able to announce some
definite poliey and plan to deal with this
vexed and important question. The Federal
Glovernment are realising more than ever be-
fore their responsibilities in this direetion.
There has heen little that the State could do
financially without the assistance of the Fed-
eral Government, and I hope the closest co-
operation will he maintained between the
State and Federal Governments so that a
definite scheme, essential for the permanent
recovery of the producing industries, may he
formulated at the earliest possible moment.
I wish to refer to one aspeet of the report
of the Royal Commission that investigated
the operations of the Agricultural Bank. T
am most keenly disappointed tbat the Gov-
ernment allowed the Royal Commission to he
appointed. I consider that the appointment
was not Jjustified. We have to remember
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that this institntion was founded some 40
vears ago on lines that were largely experi-
mental and for purposes purely develop-
mental to enable our lands, which were prac-
tically valueless, to be utilised. From Ger-
aldton to Albany it was impossible to borrow
£100 on 1,000,000 acres of land in its un-
developed condition, and only by the intro-
duction of the policy of the Agricultural
Bank was development made possible, The
Bank was a very small concern in the first
place, designed by members of the earliest
Parliament and managed by the late Mr.
PPaterson, whe gave up his seat as a member
of Parliament to undertake that work, We
are all aware of the wonderful success that
attended the operations of the Bank. At the
outset 2 good deal of care was cxercised in
launching the institution. It was called a
State-aid Bank. It was not intended to be
an ordinary banking institution making
profit, nor was it intended to be a trading
bank. It was an organisation designed to
facilitate the development of our lands,
There was a very close relationslip between
the manager of the institution and the Gov-
erninent, and after all the years of close
association that have followed, I should have
thought that the very last thing the Govern-
ment would have done would be to appoint
& Royal Commission to inquire into some-
thing about which they alveady knew every-
thing. I do not blame the present Govern-
ment for the existing position. All Gov-
ernments, past as well as present, must
aceept their share of the responsibility. The
policy of the Agricultural Bank all along
was mimsterial, political. If the present
trustees have made mistakes, that fact is
generally known and has been known by
Minisiers past as well as present. It was
never expected that an iInstitution which
had no reserves, which advanced up to 100
per cent. on improvements, and which dis-
eriminated very little between good and
light land, eould coniinue without being
faced with a loss sooner or later. It was
unfortunate that the ofticials of the Bank,
who have grown old in the service, should
have been subjected to the full blast of an
tnquiry by a Royal Commission. I shall
say n¢ more on the subject at present be-
cazuse a further opportunity will be afforded
when the report is being diseussed. Let me
express the hope that, though the report
may contain much that will he useful to us
in deciding the future of the Bank, it will
not be accepted without members realising



t.at whatever the faults of the past may
have been, they must be the responsihility
of Ministers and members. Regarding the
administration of the State Transport Co-
ordination Aet, it is being generally stated
in the country that many wembers of Par-
hament wish to plead that they did not
know what a serions effect the passing of
the measure would have on existing road
transport services. One mistake Parliament
made was that it did not refer the Bill to a
sclect committee, T consider that insufficient
time was allowed to permit of a full dis-
cussion of a watter of sueh importance.
The duties of the board would have heen
lighter and easier had the Bill heen sub-
mitted to a select committee of this House
or a joint select committee of hoth Houses.
Mueh information eould have heen elicited
that would have proved of assistance to the
hoard. It was due to members that such
information should be available to them, so
that they could have provided for some of
the contingencies that have arisen from the
delicensing of many vehicles that were
operating on the roads when the measure
was passed. This House decided against
paying compensation. Tt was very diffi-
cult at the fime to induce members seri-
ously to consider that compensation should
Lie paid. The House having decided against
it, however, the hoard was left with no alter-
native, Members were unduly hasty last
session in dealing with that phase of the
sitnation, Some reason does exist for con-
sideration of this kind heing given to the
people concerned. It was not anticipated
that the hoard would deal so drastically
and so quiekly with the delicensing of trucks
which had been operating on the roads.
Many of the people concerned were en-
couraged to compete with the railways by
reason of main roads having heen con-
structed parallel to the lines. Some of these
drivers had been operating for four or
five years. They had earried on their work
legally and put all their eapital inte the
undertaking. The Government could reason-
ably extend the period before complete
delicensing.  The matter 1is somewhat
sub-judiece just now, but I feel it my
duty to say something at this juneture. I
do not know what is to become of these
persons, who will he thrown upon the State
for relief as soon as their oceupations are
taken from them, I do not wish to reflect
upon the board, The Government made a
good selection when they appointed Mr.
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AMunt as chairman, and Mr, Bath as a mem-
her. I do not know Mr. Hawkins, the other
member,  The work is so importani that
it shonld have heen regarvded as a full-time
Job.  When Mr. Munt was appointed chair-
man he should have been relieved of most
of his other duties, to enable him to con-
centrate npon the new work, T am very
pleased he was able to go to Kojonup ve-
cently at the invitation of the member for
Wagin, and meet a large and influential
numhber of local people. I nm sure that
much goord will result from the visit. FEwven
now more Lime should, T think, be given to
the license holders in whieh to econtinue
their operations.

The Minister for Works: I nssure vou the
Minister will not interfere with the board.

Mr. PIESSE: Then Parlinment should
be enabled to do so.

The Minister for Works: That is a dif-
ferent matter.

AMr. PIESSE: We should be given au-
other opportunity to express our views. The
Bill was before the House for only 21 days,
and unfortunately was not referred to a
select committee. I am surve the Minister
docs not desire to do an injustice to anv-
one, or ruin anyone who through ne fauls
of his own embarked upon a certain ocen-
pation. The Government will lose nothing
by extending the licenses for another three
or four months, and thus enahble the hoard
to make further inquiries. The hoard have
not vet had time in whieh to make the neves-
sy inguiry, nor have all the licensees had
time to find other oceupations. When
the Bill was going through it was thonght
that every opportunity would be afforded
to those who were delicensed to go to other
routes or find some other work, The board
could not at one operation abolish something
that has existed for five or ten years. 1t
would have been impossible for the board
to do that in the first place, and it would
b= very unfair and unjust to deal so harshly
with those who took up these operations in
good faith. T am in aceord with the iden
of assisting the Government to hring ahout
the eontrol of road transport and prevent
unfair eompetition against the railways. The
baard have done something by extending the
licenses for two months, pending appeal.
What will happen at the end of that time?
These men have invested all they possess
in the business. Surely something can he
done to give them more time. What T ex-
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pecied was that the board would recommend
that certain services should be subsidised. T«
it the intention of the Minister or the hoard
to assist in the co-ordination of transport
hy way of subsidies? A pew road was re-
cently built from Cranbrook to Boyup
Brook to take the place of the promised
railway? That has been constructed accord-
ing to the latest Main Roead Board specifi-
rations. Here is an opportunity for the in-
stitution of a co-ordinated service. Another
new road has been built out to Frankland
River.

Mr. Wansbrough: When the Comimissioner
ot Railwavs provided a truck the setilers
would not use it on that road.

Mr. PTESSE: I think tbey would do so
now. The truck owners, the Transport
Board, and the loeal people could, I think,
co-operate to make a success of the service.
One eannot expect the board to investigate
all these routes in two or three wonths. More
time should be given and more Eorbearance
should be shown by the Government. 1 do
not want the responsibility taken out of the
hands of the board. -The Bill was rushed
through the House without receiving fuli
consideration. I hope that econsideration
which oughit to be given to the people con-
cerned, will be given. I am pleased to notice
a decided improvement in the nnemployment
situation. and congratulate the Minister
concerned upon the results he has achieved.
I have always found him ready to do his
best o meet any of the unfortunate posi-
tions that so frequently arise when we are
seeking for work for the unemployed. Pos-
gibly his department is not as mindful as it
might be of the single unemployed men.
Thoese who are in the cityg because they are
more in touch with the Perth office, may
possibly et better treatment. T thank the
Minister for what he did at Katanning in
finding work for the unemployed who had
been in the town for some months. If the
single men revert to the position of two or
three years ago, when they had to tramp
from town te town receiving a shilling's
worth of food at one place and being pushed
off to the next place, and never being able
to secure employment, they will find them-
selves in a deplorable state. The MMinister
would be well advised to see whether he
could not get these young men transporied
quickly to some eentre where they could
be kept under supervision and where work
conld be found for them.
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The Minister for Employment: The Gov-
ernment have already found work for many
hundreds more than were employed at this
fime last year.

Mr. PIESSE: 1 know of many young
men who are both able-bodied and amxious
to work, who are likely fo lose their spirit
if thev have to continue going from town
to fown in search of work.

The Minister for Employment: I have
offered to find employment for many of
them in a district where employment is
available, namely on the fields, and to trans-
port themn to it.

My, PIESSE:*I thank the Minister fo
what he did recently. The position of the
unemployed is not as acute as it was. It
seems fu he no one’s business, however, tn
tind work for the single men. On the whole
the police are very good, hut one cannot
expect them to be on the alert all the time.
Thexy do not know when men will suddenly
turn up and ask for work, and they have
not a number of jobs waiting to be filled.
F should like to see all these young men
concentrated at one point, kept under obser-
vation, and previded with work as soon as
the opportunity offers, instead of their be-
ing left to roam around the eountry Jooking
for it. With the large amount of money
the Ministry have available from loan fund-
this vear—I have said before that the posi-
tion becommes alarming when so much loan
meney has to be spent on works which are
not reproductive—1 should have thought the
Government might have given close and-fa-
vourable consideration to a renewal of the
single men farm subsidy scheme.  As we
know, af harvest time there is a danger that
men may be put on Government relief
whilst they could find jobs. No one wants the
Government to do anvthing which wil] oper-
afe in that direction: but 1 suggest that
some men, instead of doing the work
they have been put on, would be more pro-
fitably employed if the single men famm
subsidy scheme were renewed. After all,
under that scheme the men would be pro-
ducing something, and would have a home.

The Minister for Emplovinent: Other
farm labourers would be sacked so that these
single men could be taken on and a subsidy
obtained. That was done before. 1t will
not be done again.

My. PIESSE: That aspect could be
watched closely by the police and by the
Minister’s orgamisation in the country, Even
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if there should be a small percentage of
cases of the nature suggested by the Min-
ister, there would vet he a material improve-
ment in production. There would be some
immediate results,

The Minister for Employment: Produc-
tion is not increased by simply sacking one
wages man and putting on another.

My, PIESSE: T wish to indicate to the
Minister another avenue of employment
which might be explored. The big handi-
cap of the people in the Great Southern
distriet hevond Beverley is, and has been
for many years, illustrated by road trans-
port competition. At Kojonup recently it
was hrought out clearly that the loeal people
have to pay 90 miles more transport by rail
than by voad. The average resident of the
Great Southern distrviet bevoud Brookton
has been paying for wyears, in fact ever
since the railway was eonstructed, a distance
of 70 miles more by rail than direct by road.
T suggest that the construction of the earth-
works of the proposed railway from Brook-
ton to Armadale might be put in hand imme-
diately. No more profitable unemployment
relief work eould be taken up by the Govern-
ment; and as soon as things beeame normal
and the State more prosperous, the Govern-
ment would probably be in a position to buy
the necessary rails. Consider what that would
mean to the development of the district, how
it would expedite the handling of produce
from the district. Af present wool pro-
duced there has to be carried a long way
from its natural port to the sales at Fre-
mantle, has to be hrought as far as Mt. Bar-
ker and around that bend. This cannot he
avoided until the Brookton-Armadale line
is eonstructed. T am grateful to the Gov-
ernment for having appointed the Aborig-
ines Royal Commission, and I am hopeful
that much good will result from the Com-
missioner’s report when he is able to pre-
sent it. The Government, I observe, are
still looking for revenue, and with that
end in view propose to introduce a Bill to
amend the Administration Aet so as to in-
erease the death duties. Aceording to the
figures given, the duties here are Yower
than those in other Australian States; but
I ask the Minister who will bring down the
measure to be mindful of the fact that
many of the securities subject to that taxa-
tion are not realisable.

Mr. Latham: You should not anticipate
legislalion. .
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AMr. PIESSE: We have been told that
legislation is coming down.

Mr. Latham: Not for that
though.

Mr. PIESSE: Yes, At any rate, I wish
to warn the Government that it would he
unfair to pile responsibility~———o

The Minister for Mines: The average man
has to pay this taxation. Why shonld not
the wealthy pay it?

Mr. PIESSE: Properties may have large
marginal equifies, and vet be absolutely un-
realisable.  In sueh cireumstances a prop-
erty may prove a severe load if succession
duties are high. 1 hope that aspect will be
borne in mind by the Government in draft-
ing the proposed Bill. 1In conelusion, let
me express the hope that hefore long we
shall hear of the appointment of the Seces-
sion Delegation that is to be sent Home.
Whatever the immediate result may be, the
State must benefit in the end. Surely juns-
tice must prevail notwithstanding the un-
favourable report of the State Grants Com-
mission. I hope that as a result of the
sending of the delegation Western Australia
will at last reeeive justice from the Com-
monwealth,

purpose,

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [9.22]:
TFirst of all T wish to join issue with the
member for Northam (Mr. Hawke) jn re-
spect of his congratulations to the Primary
Producers’ Association on having passed
a resolution adopting the policy of prefer-
ence to unionists.  This, like many other
planks of the association’s platform, has
been pinched from the Labour movement.
I trust that from now on we shall net hear
quite s0 much eriticism of that poliey from
the Opposition benches as we have had to
listen to so far in this debate. Personally,
however, I am glad to know that the Pri-
mary Producers’ Association have had the
courage to adopt preference to unionists,
They have, of course, not heen compelled
to fight for the adoption of that policy
among the farming fraternity in the same
way as leaders of the Labour movement
had to fight for it originally. It is those
leaders who have cleared the way for the
policy. I trust that from now on the repre-
sentatives of the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation will not exhibit that convenient
memory of which there has been a display
in this Chamber. Like the member for
Northam, I consider that it will be an ad-
vantage to the primary producers to com-
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hine their efforts, even, may I say, at the
cost of compulsory unionism. In spite of
all the eriticism of the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech from the Qpposition benches, I re-
gard that Speech as pleasant reading for
Western Australian taxpayers, to whom,
after all, the unemployed problem and sus-
tenance paymenis must have occasioned
grave concern during the two years pre-
ceding the last general election. I believe
that that feature had a strong bearing on
the result of the election. At all events,
the Government, and in particular the Min-
ister for Employmenti. should reecive
credit for the great strides made during
the last 12 months. The figures have becen
quoted often encugh withont my repeating
them. They are to be found, morevver, in
the Specch. Both the Minister for Employ-
ment and the Minister for Mines are en-
titled to great eredit for the manner in
which they have dealt with the unemployment
problem. I extend to them my congratu-
lations on hehalf of the electorate T have
the honour to represent. Even our politi-
cal opponents in the Federal sphere think
so highly of the Government’s achieve-
ment in this respect that they are now ad-
vocating on the hustings the appointment
of a portfoliced Minister to look after the
anemployment problem. In this respect
.they are following the example of the
present Government of this State. That is
a feature well worth pointing out to the
Western Australian public.  People who
have read the crificisms of our opponents
here during the last fortnight may well have
been misled, may well have reached the con-
clusion that what has been said from this
side of the Chamber and what appears in
the Speech is not so well-founded as it
seems. Such people, upon realising that
our political opponents have thought fit
once more to follow the lead set by Labour,
will come to a different eonclusion., I shall
not deal at length with the other features of
the Speeckh. I have been led to believe that
the Address-in-reply affords an opportunity
for members to air grievances, and I feel
that at least on this oceasion I may be a
trifle parochial. I look the more confidently
for pardon because, owing to a generous
opponent, T missed the opportunity of the
last Address-in-reply debate to bring be-
fore the Government various local griev-
ances. Now that I have the opportunity, I
propese to refresh the memories of Minis-
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ters controlling departments and activities
to which I desire to draw attention, TFirst
let me say that I am indeed pleased with
the activities of the Minister for Mines in
relation to the North. His agreement to
subsidise the geological aerial survey re-
presents a real achievement of the Govern-
ment. For the ordinary Southerner it is
difficult to realise what such a survey may
mean to the far North. True, it will be
expensive; and many people may be eritical
of the huge amount to be placed upon the
Fstimates for the purpose and may not
realise the benefit, and indeed the necessity,
of the project. I regard the agreement in
uestion as one of the most important pro-
posals ever advanced for the development
of the North. Many minerals are known to
exist there, but the vast areas and the
seasonal conditions of the XNorth pro-
hibit a  satisfactory survey hy any
other method than that of aerial transport.
Under such an arrangement, much more
country eould be prospected, surveyed,
photographed and so on. It should mean
bringing much of the country into wealth
production and some of the northern towns
wonld onee more atiain the position of im-
portant gold-producing centres. The Kim-
berley district was the alma mater of the
Western Australian goldfields. Qwing to
transport difficulties and heavy charges gen-
erally, prospectors relinquished their efforts
there in favour of the more conveniently
situated finds that were made down south.
Up to the present there bas been no system-
atic or thorough survey of the North-West,
a work that is so essential. 1 am also glad
that the Minister for Mines has agreed to
subsidise the flying doctor scheme, which will
prove of wonderful advantage to the resi-
dents of the North. The strain on married
people alone will be greatly relieved because
of the knowledge that communication can be
obtained with the doctor, a faecility never be-
fore enjoyed in that part of the State.
Other steps taken by the Minister will prove
of increasing henefit in the future. Under
the previous Administration, a system of
leased hospitals ohtained, and it was unsatis-
faetory. Now that the hospitals in the North
are Government-controlled, the econditions
are much brighter, and this has brought
greater peace of mind to the residents of the
Kimberley area in partienlar. I appreciate
the efforts of the Minister for Agriculture
in dealing with the pleuro trouble. His
work will prave of zreat advantage to the
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Derby cattle owners. I formerly agreed
with 2 previous Minister for Agriculture
that a certain amount of eantion was neces-
sary, although 1 realised the damage that
was being done to the eattle industry through
the enforeement of the pleure restriction
reculations. The present Minister for Agri-
culture has done all that is possible for the
moment to ease the hardship upon the Derby
growers. 1 sngzest to the Minister, however,
that he should do everything possible to
hasten the progress of the investigation that
has to be cavried out. If a laboratory were
temporarily  established somewhere near
Broome, it would expedite the attempt io
combat the disease. HEither that, or the Gov-
ernment conld increase the nmmber of offi-
cials dealing with the matter. The ecattle
indusiry in the Kimberley avea is in a pre-
carious position at the moment. There is a
multiplicity of veasons why the industry is
atfecled. the prineipal causes of which are
known to most members. Recently 1 noticed
referenice to a proposal to establish meat-
works at Derby. That preposal is not new.
Some vears agoe [ advoeated the establish-
ment of chilling works as the only hope for
the producers in the West Kimberley dis-
trict. 1 repeated that suggestion before the
North-West Commitiee appointed by the
late Mr, Davy when Attorney General. I
received no assistance from my colleagues
who represent the North from a definite
political angle, for they thought that another
State trading concern would menn the very
finizh of the eattle industry. 1 am not con-
cerned as to who builds or controls the works,
hut | am anxious about the position of the
growers and those who are dependent upon
the catile industry for a living. On many
oceasions | have expressed the opiunion that
the Kimberley area will be a pastoral and
mining distriet for many years to ecome. 1
still adhere to that opinion. Now that the
cattle industry has been firmly established,
it i~ the duty of the Government to do every-
thing possible to assist the growers. All
Governments have given whatever considera-
tion they could to the industry. There is not
much that a Government can do, but what
hins heen possible has bheen done by past
figernments to the limit of their financial
resourees.  In any event, the pastoralists and
others interested in the establishment of
<hiliing works should receive every assistance
possible from any Government who may be
it power in Wesfern Australia. There are
many isolated spots in the Kimberley dis-
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trict that ean be made produeiive in othe
divections. There are at least ten grower
who are producing peanuts. At the Govern
ment Aborigines Station, Munja, £400 wort
of peanuts was produced last scason, and
private settler named Merry sold £60
worth, while several others sold up t

at least £200 worth ench, Those peanu
growers  should  receive every encourig

ment and there are one or two direetions i
which the Government can assist them. Th
ten growers in the Kimberley distrie
are producing annually about 53,750 Ibs
of peanuts, and the loeal market absordh
between 8,000 and 9,000 bushels per annuw
Approximately 53,000 lbs. of peanuts ar
miported  annually  trom  China, leavin
164,169 lbs. to be imported Irom Vietoris
New South Wales and Queensland. Witl
some slight help and advice from the Tropi
cial FKxpert and possibly with some assist
ance from the Government and the Agricul
tural Department with regard to necessar
machinery, 1 believe those ten growers couls
produce zufficient pennnts to supply the lo

ea) market. If that were done, something
would he achieved.
The Minister for Bwmploymeut: Thal

super-inspector of factories 15 still requires
apparently.

Mr. COVERLEY : The Kimberley grower
Iabour under disadvantages compared with
other growers. They have to fransport their

prodocts to Broome by lugger, and the
freight eclarged is #5 a ton. For trans-
shipment  seouth, (he loeal coastal boats

charge double freight rates for the peanuts,
whereas the ships on the Queensland ecoast
charge only one p'us one-quarter freight on
dead weight of peanuts only, Therefore, the
Quecnsland growers have a distinet advan-
tage over owr growers. | lLope the Minister
vepresenting the Chief Secvetary in this
Chamber will take up the matter with the
Minister wha econtrols the State Shipping
Depurtment, and secnre reduced rvates of
freight in the interests ol the peanut grow-
ers. I trust the Minister for Agrieulture
will see to it that the growers are visited by
the Tropieal Expert this yvear. That oflicer
could report on the requivementis of the
wrowers, and indicate what machinery is
nevessary to enable them to expand their
operations.  With the benetit of expert ad-
vire and the reduction of freight rates, the
arowers would have an opportunity to pro-
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duee enough to supply the requirements of
the loeal market.

The Minister for Employment: Would
there be any difficulty in getting rid of their
produce?

Mr. COVERLEY : No, I believe they can
dispose of all they can grow. At the outset
there was some dilliculty with Plaistowe's,
hecanse the nuts were not suitable and a
hmited quantity only was required. Dal-
wety and Brown and Dureau are satisfied
that they can place all that can be grown
in the Kimberleys at between 5d4. and 6d.
per Ib. 1f that price could be obtained, the
arowers could compete with those operating
in the Kastern States. T hope the Govern-
ment will render whatever assistance is
pussible to the fishing industry. Not much
has been done in that direetion in the North
apart from pearl and trochus fishing. Sev-
eral eompanies have embarked upon general
fishing, but for wvarious reasons have not
achieved mueh success, TRecently another
vompany was formed to exploit a new pro-
vess under which tropical fish ean be dealt
with properly. 1 hope the Government will
render every assistance to those coneerned.
If that activity should succeed, T can visu-
alise an improvement in the pearling indus-
try as well, and that would mean the em-
plovment of a great number of men.
To cet back to the Medieal and Health
Department. T want to draw the atfention
of the Minister for Health to the Inland
Mission Hospital at Hall’s Creek. This
hospital is performing wonderfully good
service for the people of the district. It has
heen vondueted on a voluntary subscription
hasis, and up to the last couple of years
the subscriptions were very high. But with
the introduction of the Hospitals Tax Act
the voluntary subseriptions have heen con-
siderably  reduced, and the hospital now
finds it necessary to draw funds from other
sources. I have discnssed the position with
many cattle men in the district, and have
pointed out that if thev pay a voluntary
subseription to the hospital they ean, by
applieation to the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion, reeeive a deduction. But one ean
imagine a man 200 or 300 miles from
civilisation earrying a writing pad and pen-
il in order to make applieation for a dedue-
tion of some triflinge amount. The popu-
lation at Hall's Creek numbers about 70,
but there are quite a few people in the dis-
trict who depend on the hospital for medi-

vine and (reatment when they met  with
sickness or aceident. Their wish is {o pay
contributions to the local hospital, not to
the hospital tax. No words of mine could
adequately describe the wonderful work of
the fully qualified nurses controlling that
hospital, They have on many oceasions
travelled wmiles in a buckboard bugay in
attend to a stockman with, perhaps, a broken
leg. They have to act as dentists and per-
form all serts of medical services, and nenrd-
less to say they arve fully capable. [ am sure
[ express the sentiments of every member
of the House, and of the whole of the re-i-
dents of the North, when T attempt to pay
a tribute to those wonderful nurse<. whoe
isolate themselves up therc and snffer wuch
discomfort for the benefit of their patients.
It those I[nland Mission hospitals, of which
there are several in the North and North-
West, were to he closed up, it would be in-
cumbenf on the Government to carry them
on.  Under the previons Government's syvs-
tew many hundreds of pounds were paid to
various hospitals in the Kimberlevs. and in
my view it is up to the present Government
to increase the subsidy to the Inland Mis-
sion hospitals, partienlarly that isolated aof
Hall’s Creek. T have wanted to make a fow
rentitrks on the questions I asked on Tues-
day abeut the traffic in hirds. Of course
I aut the usual reply, a negative to hoth
questions. T nol in a position to
vrontradict 1he rep'y given to the second
gquesiten, but I point out to the Min-
ister controlling the TFisheries Depart-
ment that there is something going on in
the Wimberley distriet as a result of which
he is losing revenue and bringing the “Fish-
eries Act into contempt. T asked whether the
department was aware that in the XNorth
poachers were trapping birds and running
them by motor transport into South Aus-
tralia. Certainly those birds reach the mar-
ket much carlier than birds forwarded in the
ordinarvy way. The cream of the market is
wabhled up by poachers using motor trucks.
If the department did net know that this
wag woing on, now that I have issued a warn-
ing T hape it will see fit to appoint a tem-
porary inspector to look after this irafMie.
Of course he should be a man with loeal
knowledge, for it would be useless to send
up a person from the South to Kimberley,"
because the known water holes where these
birds are trapped would be foreizn country
to a stranger, and while he was trying to find

am
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some particular frapping place the trappers
would be in at another one, get their load of
birds and be off again before the inspector
knew anything about it. The department
would have no trouble in getting a local man
to iske on a tempovary position as
inspector. Tn conclusion, I hope the Gov-
ernment will earry on their roads poliey,
which has been of greatest benefit to the
North-West. I remember the Minister for
Works saying that in his idea the roads in
Kimberley were not roads at all, and that
one of the greatest diffieulties up there was
the lack of transport. He thought the only
way to overcome that was to spend a lof of
meney in providing reads.  Certainly the
northern part of the State has first elaim on
money for roads, for we have no railways
and no other means of transport. I hope
that when the Minister decides as to what
money can he made available, he will do it
early in the year and so give the road hoards
a chance to get the work done at the most
suitable season. If due notice be given,
those boards can get exeeptional work per-
formed for the money expended. I hope
the Minister will be able to announce to
North-West members next week how much
money will be available for this purpose.

MR. F. C. L. SMITH (Brown Iill-
Ivanhoe) [8.55]: T desire to congratulate
the Government on fhe improvement that
has taken place in the employment posi-
tion. 1In private indnstry this is partien-
larly gratifying, because the men thus em-
ployed receive full work at full-time rates.
The mnprovemeni effected by the transfer
of men from sustenance relief to sustenance
work is also gratifying, inasmuch as it
represents a considerable improvement in
the position of those men. DBut I think
members will agree that the finding of sus-
tenance work, inasmuch as it does not en-
sure to those men a living wage for a full
period, is not a solution of the unemploy-
ment prohlem. There is one aspeet of the
Government's policy which has come under
my notice this evening, and which has pro-
voked me to take part in this discussion. I
was not aware of it previously, nor did

I know it was part of their policy. The
* member for Katanning (Mr. Piesse) re-
ferred to single unemployed men in country
distriets, and the Mipister for Employment
interjected that he was prepared to frank
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those single unemployed men to the Eastern
goldfields, where the work was.

The Minister for Employment: I did not
say the Eastern goldfields; I gaid the gold-
felds or elsewhere, where the work was
offering.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH : Wel], where is the
work offering? It is not on the goldfields
There is plenty of work on the goldfelds,
but there are men available and doing it.
There are plenty of single men on the gold-
fields, some of them approaching manhood,
who were born and reared on the goldfields
and who have never worked in their lives.
We find also that even in relation to the
mining industry, boosted as it is as one
of the most prosperous industries in the
State, there are men on the goidfields, well
experienced in the work of that industry,
who ecannot find employment. Aloreover,
the policy of the mining companies during
the last year or fwo seems to be tending
in the dirveclion of ereating intermittent em-
ployment for at least a pereentage of the
men in the industry. Only last week up
there I heard of one mine which, in the
previous week, had put off 50 men. Whether
that poliey is inseparable from the work
of the industry, I am not in a position fo
say, but I know there is mnot to-day the
same seeurity of tenure for those employed
in the industry as there was formerly, when
a number of the mines on the Golden Mile
were worked rs separate units and not as
amalgamations, as they meostly are to-day.
1 trust that if it is part of the Govern-
ment’s policy to frank single men to the
goldfields, that aspect will be re-considered.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (9)—FIRST READING.

1, Constitution Aects Amendment.

2, Forests Act Amendment,

Introduced by the Minister for Works
for the Premier.

3, Tenants, Purchasers and Mortgagors’
Relief Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Employ-
ment,

4, Administration Act Amendment.
5, Reduetion of Rents Act Continuance.

6, Supreme (ourt Sittings
Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Justice.

Criminal
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7, Morigugees’ BRestriefion Act
Continuance.
Iniroduced by the Minisler for Lands.
8, Metropolitan Public Utilities Trust.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.
9, City of Perth Superannuation Fund
Intreduced by Mr. Needham.

Rights

House adjourned at 10.8 p.m.

RLegisiative Comncil,

Thursday, 23rd August. 1934,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WOREKERS' HOMES,
INTEREST RATES.

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief
Secretary : Seecing that the Associated Banks
have reduced the rates of interest to their
clients to 4% and 5 per cent., when can
people who have erected their homes under
the Workers’ Homes Aet expect to have
their interest rates similarly reduced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Ap-

proval has already heen given for a redue-’

tion to be made in the rate of interest
charged by the Workers’ Homes Board.

ADDERESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East) [4.33):
With other members I welcome you, Mr.
President, on your return from the Old
Country. You had a very worthy objeet in
iisiting the Homeland. I wish I had the
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same oppostunity of doing =0 myself, It
broadens one's vision, and gives one an
opportunity fo see other parts of the Em-
pire, and acquire some knowledge of rheir
resources and political and eivie condtions.
Jt also makes one more acquainted witi the
outside world. It is a great privilege {Lat
you have. It has also provided you wilh
the opportunity to advance th. infervesis of
Woestern Ausoalia.  We are glad to know
vou have consistently done your hest in that
airection, auu this has been greall: appre-
cinted, I ar sure, by all seetions of the
vemimunity.  There seems to he very litle
in the Speech calling for comment. Ii
eontains a citation of the events that have
taken plaee during the previous year. It
mentions the conditions which have existed.
These are alveady known to most of us.
It 1s probably necessary to make these state-
ments in order that the publie, who read
the Speech, may get the gist of the condi-
tions that have been in existence during the
period under review. The portion of the
Speech referring to the proposed legistation
is not very illuminating. It merely whets
the imagination, and eauses us to look for-
ward to the coming legislation with a eertain
amount of interest. A unique event of the
current year, an outstanding one, is the pro-
jected visit of a memher of the Royal
Family. Our thanks are due to His Majesty
tor again sending one of the princes to Aus-
tralia. This will he the third visit of
2 Royal Son to the Commonwealth.
On every ovecasion they have heen shown
that lovalty whielh is sueh w  charvae-
teristic feature of the people of Australia.
The coming event will provide us with a
unique opportunity of showing our loyalty
to the Throne. When the question of
secession flrsi eame up we were acensed
on several occasions of disloyalty. 1 do
not think there was any ground for
the accusation. T am a secessionist. It
15 the desire of the secessionists to obtain a
closer union u: parts of the Kanpire, hut we
do not wamt our lovalty attached through
the Commonwealil. No one can doubt our
loyalty. The vizit of the Prince will give
us an opportunity to counter the accusation
whirh bas been preferred against us, especi-
ally by the delezates who came from the
Eastern States during the secession cam-
paign.

Hon. J. Cornell: Who, the Prime Min.
ister?



